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Types of Threat and Responses
Po-Chou Lin

Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

International politics is currently developing in the direction of a bipolar
system and the US led international system is being challenged. Following
opening and reform, China has become a new influential hegemony. The two
powers have not gone to war but there are economic, political, military, quasi-
military and other disputes. These “grey zone” activities are intensifying the
strategic competition between the two powers. Discussion in this article is
divided into two parts. The first part divides these activities into five types,
namely united front splitting, propaganda warfare, hostile cyber activities,
economic coercion and quasi-military activities. The text presents cases of the
various activities by China internationally. The second part address responses
to these activities. The article believes that Taiwan should refer to the approach
of other democratic countries and adopt the “whole of government approach,”
carry out cross-agency coordination, continue to enhance identification with
the democratic system and, under the framework of democratic politics, refine
legislative actions, and also deepen cooperation with other democratic

countries, to jointly handle such challenges.

Keywords: United Front, cyber attack, economic coercion, propaganda

warfare, quasi-military action
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Observation of “Exercise Turning to War”
Jyh-Shyang Sheu
Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

In recent years, China’s frequent military activities around Taiwan have
given rise to discussion of “exercise turning to war,” that is, China could use
the guise of a military exercise to attack Taiwan. This kind of event has
happened many times in the past. Recent examples are the actions by Russia
in Crimea and Georgia etc. in Eastern European. As China continues to carry
out a large number of grey zone actions and enhance the forces harassing
Taiwan, this kind of risk is worth paying attention to. Regarding the nature of
recent events, it can be seen that geographical environment and growth in
technology and capability still play an important role in this kind of event. For
Taiwan, although Chinese progress in terms of projection ability has weakened
the Taiwan Straits as a barrier, the threat of similar events i1s much less for
Taiwan than faced by the countries of Eastern Europe, and danger should be
able to be observed from various signs before a crisis occurs. However,
enhancing self-capability and the role and capability of allies are still key

factors for survival when a relatively small country is facing this kind of threat.

Keywords: exercise turning to war, grey zone, military intrusion
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The Effect of Legal Wartfare
Jyun-Yi Lee
Associate Research Fellow
Abstract

This article discusses the effect of legal warfare in China’s grey zone
conflict against Taiwan. China’s political objective is unifying Taiwan and
grey zone conflict is one of the tools. In this regard legal warfare has three
effects. First, China can selectively accept and advocate the principle of
sovereignty in international law to give legitimacy to its claim of sovereignty
over Taiwan. Second, China can revise the Anti-Secession Law or make
related laws to lower the threshold for its use of force, then intimidate Taiwan
or legitimize the use of force below the threshold of war. This move can also
be the basis for launching war, although this constitutes an act of war and is
no longer a grey zone threat. Third, China can use unilateral legal action to
give Taiwanese legal status equal to that of PRC citizens to achieve de facto
unification; or prosecute (political) figures in Taiwan to cause fear and internal
division. Legal warfare is internal behavior of a sovereign nation and is not
easily deterred, but Taiwan can use the favourable international situation to
challenge China’s legal claims that are unreasonable or lack legitimacy
together with the international community.

Keywords: Legal warfare, rule by law, legitimacy
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Public Awareness and Threat Perception
Kuan-Chen Lee
Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

This article explores public views on China’s grey-zone conflict
tactics from the perspective of threat perception. Contrary to the
conventional wisdom that Taiwanese are indifferent to the security threat,
this study found that respondents in “the most dangerous place on Earth”
are not only aware of the threat posed by China but evaluate the levels of
threat differently according to various types of grey-zone operations. While
people worry about the rising risks of conflict across the Strait, we have
not observed a collective mood of fear among the public. Instead, China’s
coercive measures against Taiwan have made citizens more vigilant and
supportive of increasing government spending in response to the
harassment. These results imply that, based on public support, the
government of Taiwan can regularly address its vulnerabilities and
reasonably allocate resources to prepare for threats.

Keywords: grey-zone conflicts, threat perception, public opinion
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Military Propaganda and its Effects:

the Public’s Cognitive Assessment and
Defense Willingness
Shu-Ting Liu
Policy Analyst
Abstract

This article discusses the effect of the CCP’s military propaganda on
Taiwan, in particular the public’s cognitive assessment and defense
willingness. The CCP launches grey zone conflicts in the Taiwan Strait
through opinion manipulation and gradual effect on cognition. This article
finds that the third-person effect indeed exists in the public cognitive
assessment of the CCP’s military propaganda. People tend to think that
other people are more likely to be affected by the CCP’s military
propaganda than they are and probably underestimate the effect of
propaganda on themselves due to self-inflation. It is worth noting, people
tend to support national defense policy out of a belief that others are more
affected by the propaganda threat. This article believes that, in the face of
the CCP’s sarcastic military propaganda, the government should respond
rationally in its external relations and enhance communication with the
society in the internal arena.
Keywords: grey zone conflict, military propaganda, third-person effect,

defense willingness
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Satisfaction with the Government’s Response
to Grey Zone Conflicts
Ying-Hsuan Chen
Policy Analyst

Abstract

The performance of government policy is judged by citizens’
satisfaction level. This article uses the results of the “Threat Awareness and
Communication in Grey Zone Conflicts” online survey to observe how
Taiwan’s people view the CCP’s different grey zone conflicts and what
factors affect the public’s satisfaction with the government’s defense policy.
This article also discusses whether citizens are satisfied with the
government’s response or not, and the public’s opinion of the priority order
of measures against grey zone conflicts.

Previous studies on satisfaction with government policies usually
focused on the influence of internal factors or external environment, such
as the effect of party identification, education, age, social environment or
media on people’s policy satisfaction. Besides, “risk perception” is also
one of the important factors: the higher risk perception, the higher the level
of satisfaction with the policy. In addition, this article also found that, in
response to grey zone conflicts, Taiwan’s people may expect the
government to take positive or moderate measures in response to different
scenarios.

Facing the CCP’s threat to Taiwan, the government can regularly
conduct polls to understand the public’s views and dynamically adjust
response strategies based on the results to reach consensus and face the
uncertainty and challenges of a new era.

Keyword: grey zone conflicts, policy satisfaction, risk perception
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