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Core Contradictions 

 









Losing Ground in Asia 



Figure 1: How do you view the Indo-Pacific concept? 
(ISEAS Poll)



Stuck in the Middle East and Afghanistan 

 

Perhaps the area of greatest 
concern for many allies and 
partners is the erosion of U.S. 
support for common values. 



China, China, China

 



What Comes Next? 

President Trump’s approach 
could be summarized as talking 
loudly but carrying a small 
stick. 
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Introduction 



China-Japan Relations at Odds 



1) China-Japan stagnant relations  



2) US interference in China-Japan relations 

 

As the US-China competition 
intensifies, the room of 
improving China-Japan relations 
is restricted by Japan’s 
prioritization of the US alliance. 





Japan’s Security Strategy 



1) The US-Japan security arrangements 

2) Japan’s defense strategy 



 

3) Security Initiatives 



Taiwan’s Role 

 





1) Building robust relations with Japan 

 

2) Carefully managing differences 



3) Supporting non-traditional security cooperation 

The Taiwanese and Japanese 
defense ties and economic 
cooperation are essential to 
confront China’s assertiveness in 
East Asia and the South China 
Sea. 



Conclusion 
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The Constructivist Approach 

The constructivist approach 
is one in which there is no 
single narrative to explain 
international issues but 
instead the interests of actors 
shape occurrences and 
outcomes. 







Basic Social Processes and Community Relationships









Distinguishing between Normative and Counter-normative 

Understandings of Piracy 



Is It Important to Ask If Piracy Changed or Evolved ? 

 



Both piracy - the specific 
problem under investigation 
- and conflict do not occur in 
vacuums but in socially 
constructed contexts 









Figure 1. Differences between Positivism and Interpretivism 

Developing a Framework for a New Maritime Violence 
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Understanding the Outcomes of Mitigation 
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Introduction 



Table 1 

Year 1954 1990 2000 2004 2005 

Service 

time 

Army: 2y; Navy, Air 

Force, Marines: 3y 
2y 1y 10m 1y 8m 1y 6m 

2006 2007 2008 2013  

1y 4m 1y 2m 1y 

4m training for 

those born after 

Jan. 1, 1994 

 



Taiwan’s Current Efforts 

 





Figure 1 – Ministry of Labor Graduate Full-Time Salary Scale / Author’s 

Calculations 
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Challenges to a Successful All-Volunteer Force System in 

Taiwan

1. Excessive Cost





Figure 2 – MND Statutory Budget Book/Author’s Calculations
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2. All-Volunteer Force Quality 

 

 

3. Decreased Reserve Force Readiness 

Even if problems with budget 
and quality are solved, 
Taiwan’s demographics still 
pose a long-term threat to a 
successful AVF. 



4. Taiwan’s Unfavorable Demographics 



Figure 3 -- Author’s Calculation / UN DESA Population Division 2019 

5. Risk of Deteriorating Civil-Military Relations 
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Policy Recommendations 

 

 

 

1. Improve Basic Training for Both Volunteers and Conscripts 



59 

which could improve their perceptions of military service. However, the 
conscription experience in the current environment might even lower 
the public’s general support for the military in both budget and ideology. 
The fact that the young generations ‐ who have not experienced war and 
question high military spending ‐ first engage with the military in this 
less than ideal manner exacerbates the perception problem. 
 
Moreover,  recruitment  officials  admit  that  although  students  from 
various  backgrounds  are  interested  in  serving,  ethnic minorities  and 
lower income groups as well as those with military family members are 
overrepresented  among  the  new  volunteers.32  As  a  result,  Taiwan’s 
military  without  conscription  is  less  representative  of  society,  with 
certain  population  groups  bearing  a  disproportionate  share  of  the 
burden for defending Taiwan. 
 
Policy Recommendations 

 

As discussed before, the MND has implemented various policy changes 
such as pay increases, facility improvements, and educational benefits 
to  achieve  a  successful  transition  to  the  AVF  system.  Nevertheless, 
various  challenges have put  at  risk  the ability  to  achieve and  sustain 
increased  defense  readiness  through  the  all‐volunteer  force  policy. 
Taiwanese  policy  makers  can  take  various  steps  to  address  these 
challenges. 
 

1. Improve Basic Training for Both Volunteers and Conscripts 

The AVF was  introduced  to ensure a higher quality  in  the Taiwanese 
military.    But the foundation for criticism regarding the capabilities of 
                                                 
32 Author’s interviews with the ROC National Armed Forces recruitment 

officials, August 2019. 

 

active  duty  soldiers  and  reservists  remains  unchanged:  inadequate 
training. Currently, conscripts in basic training only shoot a weapon a 
handful  of  times  despite  a  training  duration  of  multiple  months. 
Moreover,  conscripts  in  basic  training  are  assigned  unnecessarily 
inflated menial tasks, such as performing cleaning duties before going 
to sleep and the same ones again after getting up. It is unacceptable that 
young  people  –  volunteers  or  not  –  are  forced  to  spend  months  in 
training where they perform several such tasks instead of maximizing 
their learning and training for a better defense of Taiwan. 

 The “Path of Heaven” of the R.O.C. Marines Amphibious Reconnaissance 
and Patrol Unit. (Source: Youth Daily News) 
 
To  maximize  trainee  capabilities,  Taiwanese  policy  makers  should 
consult with education and learning experts to reform basic training in 
military tasks and standards. This improved training could also counter 
criticism  from  conscripts  who  complain  their  time  was  “wasted”  by 



 

2. Develop a More Successful, Cost-Effective, and Resilient 

Recruitment Strategy 

 

a. Increase spending on recruitment 



b. Emphasize non-monetary benefits of service 



 

c. Better support for veterans’ transition to civilian life 



d. Recruit more conscripts and veterans 



 Reach out to youth directly through social media 



3. Increase Retention 

a. Consider military family needs 

 

 



b. Increase incentives for good leadership 

 

 

c. Offer retention incentives aimed at well-trained key personnel 

4. Educate the Public on the Threat to Taiwan 



Conclusion 
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