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China’s Diplomatic Coercive Behavior and
Pattern Analysis
Che-chuan Lee

Associate Research Fellow

This article collects and organizes 18 cases of China’s diplomatic
coercion in recent years. By their nature, they are divided into four types,
namely, visa coercion, vaccine coercion, hostage diplomacy and wolf warrior
diplomacy. The similar experiences of coercion of Taiwan are compared with
the aforementioned 18 cases and the patterns and characteristics of the Chinese
Communist Party’s coercive behavior are analyzed. This article points out that
China under X1 Jinping dares use strong measures to protect its core interests.
Its diplomatic coercive behavior is two-sided and increasingly exposes the
country’s characteristic of violence. It is not certain, however, that this
behavior can speed up reunification across the Straits. China’s high-profile,
strong and even public coercive behavior has allowed international society to
widely see its aims and has aroused a fierce response. In early 2021, Canada
proposed an anti-hostage diplomacy initiative and 58 countries have
participated. The multilateralism of the Biden administration has gradually
won the support of allies in Europe and the Indo-Pacific region. The Chinese
Communist Party’s diplomatic coercive behavior will face a bigger and bigger

challenge in future.

Key Words: hostage diplomacy, vaccine coercion, wolf warrior diplomacy,

coercive diplomacy
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China’s Economic Coercion: A Necessary Tool
with Mixed Results
Jyun-yi Lee
Associate Research Fellow
Abstract

This article discusses China’s economic coercion and puts forward two
arguments. First, economic coercion has become an important policy tool for
China. The explicit objective of economic coercion is to change specific
behavior of the target country, but implicitly economic coercion can also
consolidate Xi Jinping’s legitimacy. Even if the former objective can’t be
achieved, the latter may still be sustained. In addition, China’s economic
coercion tends to use informal approaches, limit the target of attack to a certain
industry or enterprise(s), and avoid comprehensively disrupting bilateral
relations, rendering the costs of coercion relatively low. Second, the results of
China’s economic coercion are mixed, both in terms of economic losses and
policy change of the target country. Yet it remains one of the few tools at
China’s disposal, as other instruments such as wolf diplomacy, propaganda
and military coercion are ineffective or inapplicable. Democratic countries
therefore need to prepare for China’s constant use of economic coercion, and
should focus on raising the risk awareness of industry, formulating a strategy

of market diversification, and enhancing international cooperation.

Key words: economic coercion, informal approaches, legitimacy
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China’s Ways of Coercion in Technology
Governance
Yisuo Tzeng
Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

In recent years, the Chinese Communist Party has used various means to
coerce technology operators, research and development personnel and
Chinese citizens at home and abroad, demanding foreign companies carry out
technology transfer with the lure of the huge domestic market. The flag of
localization of Internet security information has also been waved, deliberately
using information security related regulations to force Internet technology
operators to cooperate by controlling speech. This is used to achieve the
objective of restricting/ encouraging the development of the technology
industry and it also leaves foreign and domestic technology operators with no
choice but to cooperate with Beijing’s objectives of governance and
maintenance of stability.

There has yet been no case of a technology operator being forced to
censor online speech outside China’s area of jurisdiction, however, self-
censorship by technology operators of their actions and behavior has gradually
begun. Also, the Chinese Communist Party is attracting attention in two areas
because, after engaging in technology standard formulation for many years, it
has begun to lead international related standard formulation organizations and
use the Belt and Road Initiative to expand the scope of the market to which
standards apply. China’s ability to use, and the ways it uses formulation of
technology standards to carry out coercion is sure to become an important

topic of study in future.

Key words: technology governance, coercion, cyber sovereignty, data

localization
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China’s “Gray Zone” Coercive Operations in
the East and South China Seas

Po-chou Lin

Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

In the Report to the 18th National Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party in 2012, China first mentioned “building China into a
strong maritime power”, and stressed it was a major strategic arrangement
to enhance China’s capacity to exploit marine resources and develop the
marine economy. Since then, China has used ‘“gray zone” operations to
make surrounding countries nervous and gradually strengthen its
jurisdiction, such as the Scarborough Shoal standoff in 2012, the Hai Yang
Shi You 981 standoff in 2014, and the Whitsun Reef incident in 2021.
These incidents were all caused by China’s private marine economic
activities. China then dispatched public vessels to enter the disputed area
to create a standoff and expand the scope of administrative jurisdiction with
a gradual approach. Furthermore, China adopted “Coast Guard against
Japan” and “Militia against the Philippines and Vietnam” approaches to
create the facts of disputes in the East China Sea and expand effective
jurisdiction in the South China Sea. China adopts a strategy of
“manipulating disputes, holding negotiations and working towards
stability” to skillfully maintain the disputes on a non-military level to avoid
the outbreak of military conflict with the US. At present, it is difficult to
cooperate to cope with “gray zone” operations, and international forces

play little role in reducing such coercive activities.

Key words : gray zone operations, South China Sea, East China Sea,

China Maritime Militia, maritime power
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China’s Military Coercion of Taiwan
Observation of Capabilities and Results
Jyh-Shyang Sheu

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

As a basic form of China’s external political coercion, in China’s
current policies for Taiwan, military coercion still plays an important role.
China’s military activities near the Taiwan Strait have been more and more
frequent since President Tsai took up office, reflecting China’s actions to
enhance long-range military projection capability, high-tech and other
modernization and have become an important tool for Beijing to continue
putting pressure on Taiwan. Moreover, if a certain incident suddenly
occurs, they can be used to quickly launch military coercion against
Taiwan. However, observing developments over the last two years, it can
be seen that when there is a sudden incident in the progress of Taiwan-US
or Taiwan-Japan relations, China’s military coercion has not achieved
obvious results. This can probably be attributed to China’s limited
capabilities and the strong actions of the US against the background of US-
China competition, causing the credibility and persuasiveness of China’s

military coercion to be limited.

Key words: gray zone, military coercion, harassment by planes and ships,

cross-straits
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Chinese Communist Party’s Use of
Coercion to Restrict the Freedom of Speech
In the Outside World
Shu-Ting Liu
Policy Analyst
Abstract

This article discusses the use of coercion by the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) to restrict the freedom of speech, focusing specifically on the
coercive behavior towards foreigners within China as well as opinions
outside its jurisdiction. The CCP’s use of coercion aims at the
maintenance of its regime legitimacy. The characteristics of its behavior
include strong legal sanctions, cyber bullying that emerges in recent years,
and putting pressure on people globally through money and power.

This article finds that when the CCP finds its bottom lines such as
territorial sovereignty, internal affairs, and leaders’ privacy being crossed,
corresponding coercive behavior usually follows. As the list of the CCP’s
bottom lines continues to expand, its coercion has increased in recent
years and the scope widened. Criticism from the outside world also
intensifies the CCP’s reaction.

Several international countermeasures and cooperation experiences
can serve as references for policy making. Internally, democratic
countries may counter the CCP’s coercion through legal actions such as
investigation, hearing and law-making; externally they can form
international alliances. Democratic countries should also utilize the
expertise of the third sector and work with online communities, so that the
global awareness of the CCP’s use of coercion to restrict the freedom of
speech can be raised.

Key words: freedom of speech coercion, legal sanction, cyber bullying,
money and power pressure, governing authority,

international countermeasures
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The Management and Response of Benelux
Countries vis-a-vis China’s Coercive
behaviors
Jui-Min Hung
Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

This article, taking the Benelux countries as study subject, discusses
how small-medium sized countries can handle the coercive behavior of the
Chinese Communist Party. The study finds that there has been a change in
recent years in the friendly relations between the three countries and China.
The relationship of Belgium and the Netherlands and China is becoming
more tense, while Luxemburg continues to enhance its relations with
China. This difference mainly stems from different domestic development
characteristics. Their response capability to the Chinese Communist
Party’s coercive actions is decided by the three factors of security,
economics and public opinion. Compared to Australia and Canada which
are currently in the “cross-hairs” or the EU’s Czech Republic and Sweden,
there haven’t been many cases of coercive behavior by the Chinese
Communist Party against the Benelux countries. However, the security
challenge that Beijing poses today and the suppression of free and
democratic values such as human rights are issues that all small-medium
countries must consider and face up to. Taking into account that unity is
the only way to effectively counter the Chinese Communist Party’s
coercive behavior, an analysis of the cases involving the Benelux countries
can increase the risk understanding and coordination and cooperation of
medium-small countries, and increase the costs and decrease the
effectiveness of coercive behavior adopted by Beijing in the future.
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