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From the centenary of the CPC towards the
100" anniversary of army founding: the
development challenges faced by the PLA

Tzu-Chieh Hung
Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract
The 5th Plenary Session of the 19th Communist Party of China (CPC)

Central Committee put forward the objectives to be reached by the PLA in
2027, its 100th anniversary. In the context of current US-China relation, these
objectives attract attention. This article assesses and discusses their meaning
and the challenges that the PLA is likely to face in the short-term. It believes
that the PLA faces various challenges as it moves towards its centenary,
including lack of high quality personnel, enhancing the warfighting capability
of the PLA Party Committee will probably break up the longstanding military-
political division of labor, uncertainty as to the time when some high-tech can
be used for military application and their effect, the inability to effectively
verify the combination of new technology and new tactics and whether the
PLA can effectively respond to the US military which has placed its focus on
1t.

Keywords: 100th anniversary of the PLA’s founding, development of the

People’s Liberation Army, asymmetrical warfare
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The Centenary of the CPC and the
challenges of China’s strategic air force
transformation

Hsiao-Huang Shu

Associate Research Fellow

Abstract

The centenary of the CPC was celebrated on July 1 2021. The highlight
was a fly-past by the PLA Air Force. A formation of 15 Chengdu J-20 was
seen for the first time, on the one hand celebrating the birthday of the party
and, on the other, displaying the move of the air force towards being a strategic
air force and its aerospace industry achievement. Xi Jinping attaches great
importance to the development of the air force and the aerospace industry,
saying in 2019 “Fully build the PLA Air Force into a world first-rate air force.”
The PLA Air Force announced the road map for building a modern air force
in 2019; the steps are: step 1: basically crossing the strategic air force threshold
by 2020, building the “combined air and space, combined attack and defense”
strategic air force framework, with fourth generation equipment as the
skeleton and third generation as the body; step 2 is further building a sound
new air force military power system to greatly increase the air force’s strategic
capability... and basically completing the air force’s strategic transformation,
initially building a modern strategic air force by 2035; step 3, fully build a
world first-rate air force by mid-century.

To reach this strategic objective, China still faces a big challenge.
Peripheral countries such as Japan and South Korea and the forward deployed
US have been re-equipped with the F-35, presenting the PLA Air Force with
a stiff challenge. Reequipping with new generation war planes is proceeding
slowly and the new bomber has still not been brought out, meaning that China
still has to overcome challenges to build a modern strategic air force.

The development of China’s aerial combat capability presents an ever-
increasing threat to Taiwan’s air defense. The harassment of Taiwan’s
peripheral air space not only increases the pressure on Taiwan’s air defenses,
it also shows that it is gradually realizing open sea combat capability and
moving towards the objective of large-scale aerial combat. Its development of
diverse aerial warfighting capability presents a major threat to Taiwan’s air
defenses, therefore, the ROC military should formulate near and long-term
plans to meet the air defense challenge that intensifies by the day.

Keywords: Strategic air force, Xian H-20, Chengdu J-20,unmanned aerial

vehicle
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The Centenary of the Communist Party of
China and the Challenges of the China’s
Foreign Policy toward the United States

Hung-Chun Chen

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

Since the reform and opening-up policy was introduced, China’s
foreign policy toward the United States has aimed to maintain good
relations. After the rise of China, China’s overseas behavior has become
more aggressive and tough. 2021, is the centenary of the Communist
Party of China. President Xi Jinping promised that the CPC will lead
China to fulfill the Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation and achieve
the goal of building a great modern socialist country in all respects. In
terms of U.S.-China relations, President Xi hoped to keep relations
stable, however, he also stressed the spirit of fighting. In the same year,
Joseph Biden became the president of the United States. President Biden
identified China as a strategic competitor. The differences and conflicts
between China and United States are more obvious for many issues,
including human rights, political regime, Hong Kong, Xinjiang, Taiwan,
economy, military, South China Sea, East China sea, cyber space etc.
U.S.-China relations is a challenge of the way China develops in the

future.

Keywords : United States, China, Xi Jinping.
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China’s Foreign Aid at the 100th
Anniversary of the Chinese Communist
Party
Po-Chou Lin

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

China is the world's largest developing country and second largest
economy. China actively promoted international development and
cooperation. China’s foreign assistance has kept growing. This article
reviews the development of China’s foreign aid and presents the strategic
goals of China’s foreign aid, including expanding China’s international
influence, seeking support from other countries in international
organizations, shaping a Beijing-dominated international order, and
providing alternative model for other countries. In fact, this article finds
that China’s foreign aid has produced some effects and trends, including
the competition and confrontation of aid diplomacy among major powers,
causing failed countries to fall into a “debt trap,” and not pressure recipient
countries to reform to ensure close bilateral relations. In addition, China

may hide military objectives in its foreign aid policy.

Keywords : foreign aid, One Belt One Road, international development

and cooperation, China’s dream, Xi Jinping
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Xi Jinping's Political Route: Inheritance,
Choice and Challenge
Shan-Son Kung

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

As a the fifth generation leader of the Communist Party of China
(CPC), Xi Jinping has inherited CPC political ideology political
inheritance including Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, the
important thought of Three Represents and scientific outlook on
development from his four predecessors Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping,
Jiang Zemin, and Hu Jintao. The changing route from left to right of his
predecessors is an important basis for choice of political route by Xi.
Although, he provisionally attempted to use “the two non-negotiables” to
harmonize the struggle between left and right routes before and after
reform and opening, observing his policy declarations such as the state

n"n cc

enterprises advance, the private sector retreats," “common prosperity” and
third allocation,” a withdrawal to a conservative central slightly leftist
route can be seen and this has worried the international community and
economic markets.In future, Xi’s political route will face challenges
including economic slowdown due to excessive control, difficulty in
closing the gap between rich and poor and party internal historical route

contradictions.

Keywords: Communist Party of China ideology, Xi Jinping, political
route
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The meaning of the centenary of the CPC
for the united front against Taiwan

Cheng-Jung Lin

Research instructor

Abstract

Looking back in history, the Communist Party of China (CPC)
grabbed political power and established a country by using a united front
strategy. 100 years on from the founding of the CPC, the united front means
has not softened due to changing times; it is an effective way of uniting
people, used more innovatively and flexibly and, through cross-
departmental cooperation, has been raised to the level of an international
diverse united front pattern. Therefore, this article seeks to view changes

in the united front strategy against Taiwan from CPC centenary activities.

Keywords: cognitive warfare, dual strategy, national defense education,

misinformation
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Abstract

As energy is the basic driving force for national development and
economic activities, it 1s extremely important for people’s lives and
national security, which is also a key factor in the sustainable economic
growth of all countries. Accordingly, the issue of energy security is
regraded with great importance by every country. Since reform and
opening began, energy demand has continued to grow while China’s
economy has rapidly risen, causing reliance on exports to continually rise.
To improve energy security, China has adopted the idea of “diversification”
vis-a-vis energy supply sources, use of energy types, energy import routes
and transportation, and methods for obtaining energy. At the same time,
deepening reform of the energy system, promoting energy structure
transformation and other policy actions will benefit continuing promotion
of energy low carbon transformation.

However, China’s recent electricity supply crisis has shown that
measures adopted by the CCP are unable to effectively improve China’s
energy security, and the energy security difficulties of a certain level still
existed. For example, coal accounts for an excessively high proportion of

energy consumption, coal prices are rocketing, enhancing the force of the
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“dual-control policy” and effect of various factors. Consequently, in the
short-tern, China will take actions including increasing coal production and
even loosening the “dual-control” policy to deal with the crisis. In the long-
term, to achieve the target of “Carbon Neutral” by 2060, China will
continue to transform its energy consumption structure and make a big
effort to develop non-fossil fuel energy, seeking to quickly increase it as a

proportion of China’s energy supply.

Keywords: Power Supply Crisis, Dual-control Policy, Energy Strategy,
Energy Security Difficulties
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