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2014).
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The Grand Chessboard: China’s OBOR
Strategy and Hegemony on the Silk Road

Chia-Wei Chen
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Department of Russian Language and Literature

Chinese Culture University

Abstract

China’s economy is now the second largest in the world. Many political
strategists have predicted that resistance from other countries will increase.
John Mearsheimer has questioned the theme of the “peaceful rising” of
China and claimed that the US is likely to pursue three strategies of
containment: a preventive war, policies aimed at slowing the Chinese
economic growth; or weakening China by toppling regimes that are friendly
to Beijing; or by fomenting trouble inside China. This article shows a
relationship between the historical path of Chinese economic development
and its political conflict level with other countries. Using China’s
“One-Belt-One-Road” (OBOR) and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB) initiatives as a case study, this article investigates the impact of a
rising Chinese economic power on its relations with countries in the world.

Based on two metrics (GDP Gap and Geographic Gap), this article
defines four groups of countries and demonstrates that each group shows a
different pattern on participating or rejecting China’s OBOR/AIIB initiatives
as China pursues hegemonic status in Asia. Group One (Large GDP
Gap/Small Geo Gap) shows slight resistance to participation in the
initiatives. Group Two (Medium GDP Gap/Small Geo Gap) shows
lukewarm tendency to participate in the initiatives. Group Three
(Zero/Negative GDP Gap/Medium-large Geo Gap) shows high resistance to
China’s initiatives. Group Four (Medium GDP Gap/Large Geo Gap) shows
diverse interest in participating in China’s initiatives. To be specific, the US
is the most obvious member in Group Three, and Russia, South Korea and
India are in Group Two. Central Asian and ASEAN countries are in Group
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One, while Australia and EU countries are likely to be in Group Four.

Based on the above analytical framework, this article confirms that
China’s neighboring countries (those that share a same border) with large
GDP Gap dominated by China are more likely to endorse the OBOR/AIIB
initiatives. On the other hand, a country with small GDP Gap (equal or
stronger economic power compared to China) and medium-large Geo Gap
(separated by sea or a long-distance by land from China) is more likely to
reject the OBOR/AIIB initiatives.

Keywords: One Belt One Road, Grand Chessboard, John Mearsheimer,
AlIB, China

BRESELET(G SBESH I 43



AHECPRT - R Ry
BRI X MR R R iR

ok
@
i

2010 4 > HHEMEOEE JJEEH AR - BB TR RS KL
RS o R B AT EASE B AR R T BRI KA SEE R
WO IR B - S ERIBU A o 5T BU AR 22 TR BRI 4L
VR RAESEE I - g EE M AIRS =G - &
A B R A 2 S A R BRI B R & SUARITE T — R EENE & -
SREETEIRG LG ST E T RPIERE |, (WEIEERE - WESEE AR
HhEgRN = a5 RSP RS - #i4g PRIERNE
A8 A RIS R 22 Y BURE AR HI 55 dE S IBUR » BB AT R B B Eh AL
KIEELE o RIL - EEIRTT4E45EE % (Barack Obama) EU3E H G HE
O ~ HHRER R R EMSR AT - MEE - (RIEREINERNY TI1K
SHETH ) VR WGREFETMTEREE AN TRER B2 BR e
R - BI{EEEE L P ERE - A BN EIRESERE SR EE R
E o BEHE RS TFEE L o LR E B R S A SN 58
R BRI IR E B A E G H 1R R B E TR - HI 55 A
HYBA I EEE - SREPTERER R > B T AR TR E B S g Myt & 2=
B HAE Gk A= B LR R B R o s A i B -

Bl - PEAEERIUEE K B FR

BaRBUaEE S - ZEREVESS - SREFHTERAIE SRt S =Y
RN o EORRE A AR Ey - SREI AR Ry ] E R 2 R AR
# o ML EUEFE B T 2 P AR R T B PEAR TR
ATE & TGS REREAYES, o T EET BB KR B R
PEROIE I H > (1S B B IO 'y [ R AT B 3 R R (U SRR 2
5o AR RBUEER R T R AR b - S T &R4 2 BEAY SRR 4R

4 Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1959); Kenneth N. Waltz, The Theory of International Politics (New
York: Columbia University Press, 1978).

5 Edward N. Luttwak, The Rise of China vs. The Logic of Strategy (Massachusetts: The
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2012).

& John Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (London: W.W. Norton & Co.,
2014), pp.231-238.
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F R %k The World Bank, “GDP Ranking,” The World Bank, September 10, 2018,
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/gdp-ranking
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