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Abstract

Since the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese sovereignty disputes of the
Diaoyutai (Senkaku) Islands in 2012, tension between China and Japan has
increased and the probability of a conflict crisis has also escalated. This
tense situation has only recently appeared to have gradually eased. Although
economic interdependence between China and Japan is still tight, the
controversy over the sovereignty of Diaoyutai in the East China Sea region
remains difficult to resolve. In fact, this Sino-Japanese conflict over
Diaoyutai in 2012 can be seen via the context of the rise of China, as a case
of political-military confrontation between China and Japan, and the
perception of threats between the two sides has been continually amplified.
When the two sides faced the problem of Diaoyutai, they constantly
expressed their claim on the terrirorial sovereignty of Diaoyutai, expanding
the display of military forces, rallying strategic alliances, and enhancing
international influence. In order to clearly understand the nature of the
Diaoyutai conflicts between China and Japan, this paper attempts to explore

the core of the policy dilemma created by the conflicts between the two
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sides, and to analyze whether China and Japan can transcend each other’s
subjective interpretation of territory and history, and possibly jointly seek
regional security cooperation on the Diaoyutai issue in the context of the

rise of China.

Keywords: Diaoyutai (Senkaku) islands, Sino-Japanese disputes, security

strategy, strategic realignment, threat perception
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