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Abstract

This work adopts four principles of Neoclassical Realism in the field of
International Relations to explain the competition for power and conflicts
between Saudi Arabia and Iran. These four principles include "balance of
power", "balance of interests”, "balance of offensive and defensive" and
"balance of threats”. However, these principles cannot thoroughly explain
the situation without considering geostrategy and ideology. Furthermore, the
relation of alliance between Saudi Arabia and the United States is based on
the principle of "balance of interests.”. This considerable interest firmly ties
together the United States and the Saudi Arabia, and the consequence is to
jointly increase pressure on Iran. This action also leads other related
countries to adopt a balance strategy against Iran. Especially as Saudi
Arabia is seen as a proxy for the United States in the Middle East, the
conflict between the kingdom and Iraq is expected to worsen.

Keywords: Middle East, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iran Nuclear Agreement,
Neoclassical realism
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