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Abstract

Since the Joint Declaration of the US-Japan Security Alliance in
1996 and adoption of the Three Emergency Related Laws in 1999, US-
Japan relations began to improve rapidly. Not only did the “two plus two
dialogue” in 2005 lead to the establishment of a common strategic scope
that extends beyond the Asia Pacific and mentions the Taiwan Strait issue
for the first time, the 2006 “realization of the revised US-Japan roadmap”
further expanded the objective of the joint alliance to global anti-
terrorism. Such moves suggest that Japan will be completely embedded
in Washington’s global strategy and its main task will be to complement
US strategy and contain the rise of China. As the level of external threats
which mainly from China increase and Japan continues its military
expansion under the Abe administration, the US-Japan alliance can be
expected to adjust accordingly as well.

Keywords: Balance of threat, China rise, Japan-US alliance, Alliance
Strategy
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Press, 2009).

John Herz, “The Security Dilemma in International Relations: Background and Present
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