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Abstract

Since the Joint Declaration of the US-Japan Security Alliance in 

1996 and adoption of the Three Emergency Related Laws in 1999, US-

Japan relations began to improve rapidly. Not only did the “two plus two 

dialogue” in 2005 lead to the establishment of a common strategic scope 
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further expanded the objective of the joint alliance to global anti-

terrorism. Such moves suggest that Japan will be completely embedded 

in Washington’s global strategy and its main task will be to complement 

US strategy and contain the rise of China. As the level of external threats 

which mainly from China increase and Japan continues its military 

expansion under the Abe administration, the US-Japan alliance can be 

expected to adjust accordingly as well.

Keywords:  Balance of threat, China rise, Japan-US alliance, Alliance 
strategy



64

1941 12 8

1945 8

1950

1951 9

1960

70

1959-60

1970

1978

1997

1990

2015



65

realist

power
1

security dilemma 2

international system
3

1950-80

bi-polar system
4

neo-realism structural realism

1991

uni-polar system
5

1 William E. Scheuerman, Hans Morgenthau: Realism and Beyond (Cambridge: Polity 
Press, 2009).

2 J���	���X�	>%��	�������	O�����	�	
�����������	[�������@	{��`������	���	J������	
Problems,” International Relations, Vol. 17, No. 4, 2003, pp. 411-416; Shiping Tang, 
“The Security Dilemma: A Conceptual Analysis,” Security Studies, Vol. 18, No. 3, 
2009, pp. 587-623.

3 K������	~���X�	Theory of International Politics (New York: McGrew-Hill, 1979); 
James L. Ray, Global Politics	�{�����@	��������	�§��	\��]��	���	�\�W�\��

4 Joshua S. Goldstein, International Relations (New York: Haper Collins Publishers, 
1999), p.76.

5 W����	~���������	>%��	���'���	��	�	#������	~�����<	 �	������	{��&�	��	����	



66

6

2003

neo-classical realism
7

Hans J. Morgenthau
8

alliance

Morgenthau

balance of power
9

Stephen Walt

balance of threat

America’s Strategic Choices, (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2000), pp. 305, 309.
6 See Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2009); 

�'���&	{�X�X��`�	Second Chance: Three Presidents and the Crisis of American 
Superpower	�=�&	Q��`@	{���	{��`��	]^^£��

7 See Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, eds., Neo-
Classical Realism, the State and Foreign Policy (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2009); Jeffery W. Taliaferro, “Security Seeking under Anarchy: Defensive 

Realism Revisited,” International Security, Vol. 25, No.3, 2000/2001, pp. 131-132. 
8 Hans J. Morgenthau, revised by Kenneth Thompson and W. David Clinton, Politics 

among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace (New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 

2005).
9 Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace, pp. 

192-203.



67

Randall Schweller balance of interest
10

Stephen Walt The Origins of Alliances

11

Walt

4
12

aggregate power

geographic proximity

�������	

power

aggressive intentions

10 R������	���&������	 >{���&������	 ���	J����@	{���	 ���	[�������	�����	{��`	

In,” International Security, Vol.19, No.1, 1994, pp. 72-107; Randall Schweller, 

“Unanswered Threat: A Neo-classical Realist theory of Unbalancing,” International 
Security, Vol. 29, No. 2, 2004, pp. 159-201.

11 Stephen M. Walt, The Origins of Alliances (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1990).
12 Stephen M. Walt, The Origins of Alliances, pp. 22-25.



68

Walt

balancing behaviors

struggle for power
13

bandwagoning balancing

Walt

policies 

of accommodation or engagement
14

China Threat

Stephen Walt

13 Stephen M. Walt, The Origins of Alliances, pp. 59-60; Michael Mastanduno, 

“Preserving the Unipolar Moment: Realist Theories and U.S. Grand Strategy after the 

Cold War,” International Security, Vol. 21, No. 4, 1997, pp. 49-88.
14 Maria Papadakis and Harvey Starr, “Opportunity, Willingness, and Small States: The 

Relationship between Environment and Foreign Policy,” in Charles Hermann, Charles 

W. Kegley Jr., and James Rosenau, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign 
Policy, �{�����@	�����	¨	#�&��	\�£���	���	�^�W�]]�



69

China Rising

15

16
2013

17

18
2013

2014

2015-16 �

{ 2017

diplomacy for equality

19

15 R�����	��	{������	>���������	����	J����������	��	���	[��	��	����@	[������	

Security after 9/11,” Parameters�	������	]^^��	���	�£W\^��	$�X�'���	$�������	

China’s Rise in Southeast Asia: Implications for Japan and the United States(New 

York: Council on Foreign Relations, 2005); Evelyn Goh, “Southeast Asian 

Perspectives on the China Challenge,” Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 30, No. 4, 

2007, pp. 809-832.
16 

32 2 2012 3 101-109

2013
17 

“China’s rapid political and economic advances in Central Asia and Russia,” hearing 

before Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia and Emerging Threats, April 16 2013, 

Serial No. 113-22, http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CHRG-113hhrg80462/pdf/CHRG-

113hhrg80462.pdf
18 E����	*�	E�����	�����	��	J�X�����	���	J����	��	���������	>����?�	[���	
�"�����	

in Asia: Implications for U.S. Policy,” Strategic Forum, No. 231, April 2008, https://

&&&�!�������X���������\\\��E]�\�����	
19 

Graham Allison, “The Thucydides Trap: Are the U.S. and China Headed for War,” 

The Atlantic, September 24, 2015, https://www.theatlantic.com/international/

archive/2015/09/united-states-china-war-thucydides-trap/406756/; Graham Allison, 

Destined for War: Can America and China Escape Thucydides’s Trap (New York: 

��������	�§�	���������	]^\���

http://#
http://#


70

20

Susan Shirk

21

2018
22

2012

23

3

2015

2016

1980

20 

2006 313
21 Susan L. Shirk, China, Fragile Superpower: How China’s Internal Politics Could 

Derail Its Peaceful Rise (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007), pp. 250-251.
22 

1985 1990 2002 2005 2012

100 1,000 2,000 3,000 2017 3755

2018 4192
23 The National Institute For Defense Studies, “East Asian Strategic Review 2012,” 2012, 

http://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/east-asian/pdf/2012/east-asian_e2012_07.

pdf

http://#


71

24

������	~�	{���

{����`	;'���

25

2006

2012

26
2017

E���	���	;���	
���WJ��!�	��������

27
Trump 11

APEC 2018 4

2018 ASEAN APEC


���WJ��!�	©���

24 2015 6 1

����@��&&&����������&���&��!�����&��]^\�^�^\^���W\�����
25 2018 11 13

����@��X������``����&������������������������������]��\W]^\£W\\W\�W^�W^^W�^�����
26 

2016 98
27 Michael D. Swaine, “Creating an Unstable Asia: the U.S. ‘Free and Open Indo-

J��!�?	���������<	�������	$���&����	���	
�����������	J�����	�����	]�	]^\£�	����@��

carnegieendowment.org/2018/03/02/creating-unstable-asia-u.s.-free-and-open-indo-

���!�W��������W��'W���]^



72

2019

5

2020 7

60

2018

441 

3
28

2004 2013

2018 6 

2019 4

29

28 The Japan Ministry of Defense, “Defense of Japan 2018,” 2018, https://www.mod.go.

jp/e/publ/w_paper/pdf/2018/DOJ2018_Full_1130.pdf
29 The Japan Ministry of Defense, “Defense of Japan 2019,” 2019, https://www.mod.go.

jp/e/publ/w_paper/pdf/2019/DOJ2019_Full.pdf

http://#
http://#


73

2020 4
30

2018-20

2012 

1995

1996

2010

2015

2020

31

2017 2019

2018 12

EW��{

30 The Japan Ministry of Defense, “Defense of Japan 2020,” 2020, https://www.mod.go.

jp/e/publ/w_paper/wp2020/DOJ2020_EN_Full.pdf
31 

2020 4 10 http://www.cna.com.tw/news/aopl/202004100399.aspx

http://#
http://#


74

32

2014 2017

Obama Trump

2018

32 2009

93-97



75

33

2001 21
34

2006

2007

2012

2013 12

2014 1 4

7

2015
35

36

37

2010

2001-06

2006-09

2009-10

2010

2011

33 M�����	��	������	>{������	��	J�&���<	�	������	��	©�����	����	U.S.-Japan Relation in 
a Changing World	�~���������	O���@	{���`���	
��������	J�����	]^^]��	��	��

34 21

1 2003 1 48-60
35 46 2 2018

6 85
36 2013 10 12

37 2014

4 22 http://www.nippon.com/hk/currents/d00108/

http://#


76

2011

TPP
38

2006 2012

2012 24

2013 7

39

2013

2012 9
40

2015
41

2014 AEPC 2016

2016 9

2019 11 20

2012

2018-19

38 13 1
2012 1 27-28

39 Tung-Chieh Tsai, “Abe’s New Foreign Strategy and Its Challenges,” Prospect Journal, 
No. 11, 2014, pp. 99-126.

40 {{� 2013 3 27
 h���@��&&&�''������X����&��������&�����]^\��^��\�^�]�ª�����ª����ª�����������.
41 1 2012 1

94 6 3
2015 9 15-17



77

2019 7

8 7 12

2020 COVID-19

42
2020 8

Stephen Walt

bandwagoning

balancing

2012

Walt

2012 re-balancing

TPP 2015

2013 8

42 {{� 2020 6

9 ����@��&&&�''������X����&��������&����W�]�£]��£



78

2018 638 2019

675 2020 7 22

2012 9
43

2020

7 230

105 F-35

Five Eyes
44 45

2019 2

2

46

client state
47

Walt

43  100  NHK 2020

7 22 https://vietnam.vnanet.vn/japanese/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E3

«£\«�$«$�«{^«��«$�«��«��«$£«�{«{£«$�«{�«{�«$�«{]«��«

$�«�^«££W«$�«{£«�O«$�«�{«{O«$�«{�«{�«$£«�O«��«$�«{\«

£^«$�«£\«�$«$£«££«{�«$�«£\«£{«$�«£]«��\^^«$�«��«��«$�«£

^«��«$�«{�«��«$£«££«��«$£«�\«£�W«$�«��«£^«$�«��«{�«$�

«£\«�{���]\�^�����
44 

2020 8 4 http://www.sankei.com/politics/news/200804/2008040047-n1.

html
45 Wajaha Khan and Masaya Kato, “China’s rise forges new bond between Japan and 

Five Eyes,” Nikkei Asia Review, August 7, 2020, http://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/

International-relations/China-s-rise-forges-new-bond-between-Japan-and-Five-Eyes.
46 2008

162-174
47 Gavan McCormack, Client State: Japan in the American Embrace (London: Verso, 

2007).

http://#
http://#
http://#


79

48

1990

2008

2018

Donald Trump 2017

1972

1990
49

2006-10

2019 4

50

Nixon Reagan

Trump

2018 5 10

2019 6

G-20 10

1

2020

48 2016
49 1997
50 2019 4 15 https://www.

chinatimes.com/realtimenews/20190415002609-260408?chdtv

{{� 2019 11 28 https://www.

''������X����&��������&����W�^���]]£



80

power transition

Walt

10

30 40

2009

2015

2014 APEC

2020 8 2021



81



82

2009

2013

2016

2008

Allison, Graham, Destined for War: Can America and China Escape 
Thucydides’s Trap	�=�&	Q��`@	��������	�§�	���������	]^\���

{�X�X��`�	�'���&�	Second Chance: Three Presidents and the Crisis of 
American Superpower	�=�&	Q��`@	{���	{��`��	]^^£��

$�������	 $�X�'����	 China’s Rise in Southeast Asia: Implications 
for Japan and the United States (New York: Council on Foreign 

Relations, 2005).

Goldstein, Joshua S., International Relations (New York: Haper Collins 

Publishers, 1999).

Lobell, Steven E., Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, eds., 

Neo-Classical Realism, the State and Foreign Policy (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2009).

McCormack, Gavan, Client State: Japan in the American Embrace 

(London: Verso, 2007).

Morgenthau, Hans J., revised by Kenneth Thompson and W. David 

Clinton, Politics among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace 

(New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2005).

Ray, James L., Global Politics	�{�����@	��������	�§��	\��]��



83

Scheuerman, William E., Hans Morgenthau: Realism and Beyond 

(Cambridge: Polity Press, 2009).

Shirk, Susan L., China, Fragile Superpower: How China’s Internal 
Politics Could Derail Its Peaceful Rise (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2007).

Walt, Stephen M., The Origins of Alliances (Ithaca: Cornell University 

Press, 1990).

~���X�	��������	Theory of International Politics (New York: McGrew-

Hill, 1979).

Zakaria, Fareed, The Post-American World (New York: W.W. Norton & 

Co., 2009).

1997

2006

313

2016 93-

104

������	������	���	>{������	��	J�&���<	�	������	��	©�����	����	U.S.-Japan 
Relation in a Changing World�	�~���������	O���@	{���`���	
�����-

tion Press, 2002), pp. 9-34.

Papadakis, Maria and Harvey Starr, “Opportunity, Willingness, and Small 

States: The Relationship between Environment and Foreign Policy,” 

in Charles Hermann, Charles W. Kegley Jr., and James Rosenau, eds., 

New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy, �{�����@	�����	¨	#�-

win, 1987), pp. 409-422.

Wohlforth, William, “The Stability of a Unipolar World,” in Michael 

{��&�	��	����	America’s Strategic Choices, (Cambridge, MA: MIT 



84

Press, 2000), pp. 273-308.

46

2 2018 6 84-106

13 1 2012 1 1-49

1

2012 1 93-98

6

3 2015 9 1-26

21

1 2003 1 48-60

32 2 2012 3 101-109

{������	[�����	���	>���������	����	J����������	��	���	[��	��	����@	

Regional Security after 9/11,” Parameters, Summer 2003, pp. 98-107.

Goh, Evelyn, “Southeast Asian Perspectives on the China Challenge,” 
Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 30, No. 4, 2007, pp. 809-832.

���X�	�����	>%��	�������	O�����	�	
�����������	[�������@	{��`������	

and Present Problems,” International Relations, Vol. 17, No. 4, 2003, 

pp. 411-416.

Mastanduno, Michael, “Preserving the Unipolar Moment: Realist Theories 

and U.S. Grand Strategy after the Cold War,” International Security, 

Vol. 21, No. 4, 1997, pp. 49-88.

���&������	[�������	>{���&������	���	J��!�@	{���	���	[�������	�����	

{��`	
��<	International Security, Vol. 19, No. 1, 1994, pp. 72-107.

Schweller, Randall, “Unanswered Threat: A Neo-classical Realist theory of 

Unbalancing,” International Security, Vol. 29, No. 2, 2004, pp. 159-



85

201.

Taliaferro, Jeffery W., “Security Seeking under Anarchy: Defensive 

Realism Revisited,” International Security, Vol. 25, No. 3, 2000/2001, 

pp. 131-132. 

Tang, Shiping, “The Security Dilemma: A Conceptual Analysis,” Security 
Studies, Vol. 18, No. 3, 2009, pp. 587-623.

Tsai, Tung-Chieh, “Abe’s New Foreign Strategy and Its Challenges,” 

Prospect Journal, No. 11, 2014, pp. 99-126.

The Japan Ministry of Defense, “Defense of Japan 2018,” 2018, https://

www.mod.go.jp/e/publ/w_paper/pdf/2018/DOJ2018_Full_1130.pdf

The Japan Ministry of Defense, “Defense of Japan 2019,” 2019, https://

www.mod.go.jp/e/publ/w_paper/wp2019/pdf/DOJ2019_Full.pdf

The Japan Ministry of Defense, “Defense of Japan 2020,” 2020, https://

www.mod.go.jp/e/publ/w_paper/wp2020/DOJ2020_EN_Full.pdf

The National Institute For Defense Studies, “East Asian Strategic Review 

2012,” 2012, http://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/east-

asian/pdf/2012/east-asian_e2012_07.pdf

{{�

2019 11 28 �����@��&&&�''������X����&��������

world-50573228

{{�

2013 3 27 ����@��	&&&�''������X����&��������

world/2013/03/130327_japan_china_policy.shtml

2020 4 10 http://www.cna.com.tw/news/

aopl/202004100399.aspx

http://#
http://#
http://#
http://#
http://#


86

{{�

2020 6 9 ����@��&&&�''������X����&��������

world-52982948

2019 4 15

https://www.chinatimes.com/realtimenews/20190415002609-

260408?chdtv

2018

11 13 �����@��X������``���������������������

politicsasociety/32991-2018-11-13-05-00-40.html

2015 6 1 http://www.cna.com.tw/news/

!�����&��]^\�^�^\^���W\�����

2014 4 22 http://www.nippon.com/hk/currents/

d00108/

“China’s rapid political and economic advances in Central Asia and 

Russia,” hearing before Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia and 

Emerging Threats, April 16 2013, Serial No. 113-22, http://www.gpo.

gov/fdsys/pkg/CHRG-113hhrg80462/pdf/CHRG-113hhrg80462.pdf

Allison, Graham, “The Thucydides Trap: Are the U.S. and China Headed 

for War,” The Atlantic, September 24, 2015, https://www.theatlantic.

com/international/archive/2015/09/united-states-china-war-

thucydides-trap/406756/

E�����	$����	*��	�����	��	J�X�����	���	J����	��	���������	“China’s Rising 


�"�����	�	���@	
���������	���	#���	J�����” Strategic Forum, No. 

]�\�	����	]^^£�	�����@��&&&�!�������X���������\\\��E]�\�����

Khan, Wajaha and Masaya Kato, “China’s rise forges new bond between 

Japan and Five Eyes,” Nikkei Asia Review, August 7, 2020, http://

asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-s-rise-forges-

new-bond-between-Japan-and-Five-Eyes.

http://#
http://#
http://#
http://#
http://#


87

Swaine, Michael D. “Creating an Unstable Asia: the U.S. ‘Free and Open 


���WJ��!�’ Strategy,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 

March 2, 2018, http://carnegieendowment.org/2018/03/02/creating-

�����'��W���W����W����W���W����W���W���!�W��������W��'W���]^�

 100  

NHK 2020 7 22 https://vietnam.vnanet.vn/japanese

�«$�«��«��«$�«��«��«$�«£\«�$«$�«{^«��«$�«��

«��«$£«�{«{£«$�«{�«{�«$�«{]«��«$�«�^«££W«$�

«{£«�O«$�«�{«{O«$�«{�«{�«$£«�O«��«$�«{\«£

^«$�«£\«�$«$£«££«{�«$�«£\«£{«$�«£]«��\^^«$�«

��«��«$�«£^«��«$�«{�«��«$£«££«��«$£«�\«£�W

«$�«��«£^«$�«��«{�«$�«£\«�{���]\�^�����

2020 8 4 https://www.sankei.com/politics/

news/200804/plt2008040047-n1.html

http://#
http://#
http://#

