PR AR Ea Y g R

hHAZE ERS B BE 7] S R AT (S

HAp
BIERRSE &
B2 =t gele T LB

wm =

T EANZE - EEEEE = - SREAZEEFNDKETE
PEABERAN IR  ONREETRE - B 6 - ESILTT > fEEY
BL WA E Ryl T R = e R - PSRy
AU ERIAE RIRER B AR - IE 1964 55 R
Rtk - 1L T ANESREM L TR/ NE ) REEBUR - RS
[ 2 PR Tl (B R B . — - (EAERX e PR B B I - fERCHS
FREURZERET - F1 1978 LR [ RGBS ) B - 2 1980 UK -
SR B M E BRI A TRA AT 2 8L > 32 S5 DA SSERIREGEE
H o AT FTHEFIR " ERFAEER ~ MERFIEST AR ) O
Ko Hamgedd " J8by ~ WHUHEISR - B3 A0t e -
R R ZEEAZIRBE TSI - Bf% - AR IR R 2]
REJT ~ MEAEITEERETY  REHRETCHE SR O R EA S B RE T ¢ SR/
B~ Bz A H A S SR Fre b s (s R B R A s HURESS -

MAES PR RS BT P RS 4

B EIRES BB 53



R K30 AR ]

China’s Nuclear Forces Development:
Strategy and Capability

Po-chou Lin

Assistant Research Fellow
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts

Institute for National Defense and Security Research

Abstract

China’s nuclear weapons warheads ranks third in the world. The Rocket
Force responsible for land-based missile operations has a large number of
medium- and intermediate-range, intercontinental ballistic missiles, with
H-6 bombers and sea-based missiles, enabling China to gradually move
towards a more complete “nuclear triad” capability. Development of nuclear
weapons in China is driven by nationalist sentiment and deterrence strategy.
Since China’s first test of the atomic bomb in 1964, it established “no first
use” policy and “minimal deterrence” commitment. China is one of the five
permanent members of the United Nations Security Council. However, on
the issue of nuclear arms control and disarmament, from opposing nuclear
monopoly, to the “two superpowers take the lead in disarmament” in 1978. In
the end of 1980, China starts fully engaged in international disarmament and
non-proliferation regime, but it does not participate in the US-Russian arms
restriction negotiations. In recent years, military trainings are in accordance
with the principles of coordination, constant readiness, and being prepared
to fight at any time, and increasingly emphasized “real combat conditions,”
and confrontational model. This article examines the development of
China’s land-based, submarine-launched nuclear-capable missiles, and
strategic bombers. Finally, this article points out that China continues to
improve missile defense penetration and precision strike capabilities; expand
underground silos to enhance deterrence and counterattack capabilities;
develop low-yield and tactical nuclear warheads; and point out that these
developments will trigger nuclear arms race between major powers.

Keywords: Nuclear Forces, Strategic Competition, Strong Army Dream, Nuclear
Triad
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William Fox, The Absolute Weapon: Atomic Power and World Order (New Haven, C.T.:
Yale Institute of International Studies, 1946), pp. 5-6,
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7 Alain C. Enthoven, K. V. Smith, How Much Is Enough? Shaping the Defense Program,
1961-1969 (Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, 2005), pp. 172-184; Timothy J. Van
Gelder, “Credible Threats and Usable Weapons: Some Dilemmas of Deterrence,”
Philosophy & Public Affairs, Vol. 18, No. 2, 1989, pp. 158-183.

¥ Jing-Dong Yuan, “Chinese Responses to U.S. Missile Defenses: Implications for Arms
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AL Kk ¢ SIPRI, SIPRI Yearbook 2021: Armaments, Disarmament and International Security,
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, June 14, 2021, pp.336, 348-349, 360, 364,
370, https://reurl.ccX1kDpD.
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2021, p. 92, https://reurl.cc/EZLT7yA.
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