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An Analysis on Japan’s 2018

National Defense Program Guidelines
Yujen Kuo

Professor
Institute of China and Asia-Pacific Studies

National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Abe Cabinet passed new National Defense Program Guidelines (NDPG)
and Medium Term Defense Program on December 18, 2018 and decided to
amount Japan’s 2019-2023 defense budget to 27 trillion and 470 billion JPY.
The new NDPG clearly defines Japan’s rigorous and highly uncertain
security environment and seven major threats including rapid change of
international balance of power, ballistic missile, air and sea threats, new
domains, island chain invasion, multi-domain and simultaneous saturated
attacks, and nuclear weapons. 2018 NDPG also emphasizes that Japan needs
to actively establish Multi-Domain Defense Force, especially in the fields of
space, cyber, and electromagnetic spectrum, but not extension of previous
policy. The NDPG also confirms the critical importance of the U.S.-Japan
Alliance and multifaceted and multilayered security structure to Japan’s
security.

Keywords: Japanese Defense Policy, National Defense Program Guidelines,
Medium Term Defense Program, Multi-Domain Defense Force
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