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China’s Military Coercion of Taiwan
Observation of Capabilities and Results
Jyh-Shyang Sheu
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Abstract

As a basic form of China’s external political coercion, in China’s
current policies for Taiwan, military coercion still plays an important role.
China’s military activities near the Taiwan Strait have been more and more
frequent since President Tsai took up office, reflecting China’s actions to
enhance long-range military projection capability, high-tech and other
modernization and have become an important tool for Beijing to continue
putting pressure on Taiwan. Moreover, if a certain incident suddenly
occurs, they can be used to quickly launch military coercion against
Taiwan. However, observing developments over the last two years, it can
be seen that when there is a sudden incident in the progress of Taiwan-US
or Taiwan-Japan relations, China’s military coercion has not achieved
obvious results. This can probably be attributed to China’s limited
capabilities and the strong actions of the US against the background of US-
China competition, causing the credibility and persuasiveness of China’s

military coercion to be limited.

Key words: gray zone, military coercion, harassment by planes and ships,

cross-straits
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