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Military Propaganda and its Effects:

the Public’s Cognitive Assessment and
Defense Willingness
Shu-Ting Liu
Policy Analyst
Abstract

This article discusses the effect of the CCP’s military propaganda on
Taiwan, in particular the public’s cognitive assessment and defense
willingness. The CCP launches grey zone conflicts in the Taiwan Strait
through opinion manipulation and gradual effect on cognition. This article
finds that the third-person effect indeed exists in the public cognitive
assessment of the CCP’s military propaganda. People tend to think that
other people are more likely to be affected by the CCP’s military
propaganda than they are and probably underestimate the effect of
propaganda on themselves due to self-inflation. It is worth noting, people
tend to support national defense policy out of a belief that others are more
affected by the propaganda threat. This article believes that, in the face of
the CCP’s sarcastic military propaganda, the government should respond
rationally in its external relations and enhance communication with the
society in the internal arena.
Keywords: grey zone conflict, military propaganda, third-person effect,

defense willingness
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