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From the centenary of the CPC towards the
100" anniversary of army founding: the
development challenges faced by the PLA

Tzu-Chieh Hung
Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract
The 5th Plenary Session of the 19th Communist Party of China (CPC)

Central Committee put forward the objectives to be reached by the PLA in
2027, its 100th anniversary. In the context of current US-China relation, these
objectives attract attention. This article assesses and discusses their meaning
and the challenges that the PLA is likely to face in the short-term. It believes
that the PLA faces various challenges as it moves towards its centenary,
including lack of high quality personnel, enhancing the warfighting capability
of the PLA Party Committee will probably break up the longstanding military-
political division of labor, uncertainty as to the time when some high-tech can
be used for military application and their effect, the inability to effectively
verify the combination of new technology and new tactics and whether the
PLA can effectively respond to the US military which has placed its focus on
1t.

Keywords: 100th anniversary of the PLA’s founding, development of the

People’s Liberation Army, asymmetrical warfare



