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Observation of “Exercise Turning to War”
Jyh-Shyang Sheu
Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

In recent years, China’s frequent military activities around Taiwan have
given rise to discussion of “exercise turning to war,” that is, China could use
the guise of a military exercise to attack Taiwan. This kind of event has
happened many times in the past. Recent examples are the actions by Russia
in Crimea and Georgia etc. in Eastern European. As China continues to carry
out a large number of grey zone actions and enhance the forces harassing
Taiwan, this kind of risk is worth paying attention to. Regarding the nature of
recent events, it can be seen that geographical environment and growth in
technology and capability still play an important role in this kind of event. For
Taiwan, although Chinese progress in terms of projection ability has weakened
the Taiwan Straits as a barrier, the threat of similar events i1s much less for
Taiwan than faced by the countries of Eastern Europe, and danger should be
able to be observed from various signs before a crisis occurs. However,
enhancing self-capability and the role and capability of allies are still key

factors for survival when a relatively small country is facing this kind of threat.

Keywords: exercise turning to war, grey zone, military intrusion
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