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Why Strategic Clarity towards Taiwan by
the United States Can Put Things Right
Once and for All

Pei-Shiue Hsieh

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

US policy towards Taiwan has long been characterized by a debate
between strategic clarity and strategic ambiguity. Washington’s policy
toward the Taiwan Strait is, in essence, based on deterrence. The credibility
of deterrence is the generalized function of capability plus willingness and
must be clearly conveyed to the potential attacker. As China’s military
power has continued to increase, capability as one of the important
conditions of deterrence has gradually lost it effect. Continuing to adopt
strategic ambiguity will make situation judgment more complex. The
author proposes that the US, as well as adopting strategic clarity to reduce
the opportunity for misjudgment by all sides, must also continue to increase
deterrence capability and deploy and display through suitable tactical
means to achieve maximum effect. This paper advocates mobile long-
distance precision attack capability to give the US military tactical
deployment flexibility and unpredictability to maximize the deterrent
effect of Washington’s strategic clarity.
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