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Japan’s Self-defense Force Reserve System
Tsun-Yen Wang

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

Similar to Taiwan, in Japan, manpower resources for military service are
being reduced year by year because families are having fewer children, leading
to an emphasis of quantity over quantity in military construction. This paper
examines the Self-Defense Force Reserve system and analyzes the
characteristics of the system and forces to provide reference for Taiwan. First,
the composition and categories of the Self-Defense Force Reserve are
introduced and the current number of people, salary, training content and work
mission of the Self-Defense Force Reserve explained. Finally, the Self-
Defense Force Reserve system’s various characteristics will be discussed with
respect to balance of quality and quantity, civil skills, role played between
state and society and economic incentives.

This paper argues that, in the face of security threats and diverse types of
war, the Self-Defense Force Reserve system should emphasize quality over
quantity and this can be used to maintain and raise the professionalism of
forces; if the system introduces the social skills of ordinary citizens it can
increase the attention given to national security in Japanese society. Providing
subsidies to enterprises can reduce the resistance to their employees taking
part in the military and can also allow them to promote the Self-Defense Force
Reserve on behalf of the government.
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