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The Effect of Legal Wartfare
Jyun-Yi Lee
Associate Research Fellow
Abstract

This article discusses the effect of legal warfare in China’s grey zone
conflict against Taiwan. China’s political objective is unifying Taiwan and
grey zone conflict is one of the tools. In this regard legal warfare has three
effects. First, China can selectively accept and advocate the principle of
sovereignty in international law to give legitimacy to its claim of sovereignty
over Taiwan. Second, China can revise the Anti-Secession Law or make
related laws to lower the threshold for its use of force, then intimidate Taiwan
or legitimize the use of force below the threshold of war. This move can also
be the basis for launching war, although this constitutes an act of war and is
no longer a grey zone threat. Third, China can use unilateral legal action to
give Taiwanese legal status equal to that of PRC citizens to achieve de facto
unification; or prosecute (political) figures in Taiwan to cause fear and internal
division. Legal warfare is internal behavior of a sovereign nation and is not
easily deterred, but Taiwan can use the favourable international situation to
challenge China’s legal claims that are unreasonable or lack legitimacy
together with the international community.

Keywords: Legal warfare, rule by law, legitimacy
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