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Chinese Communist Party’s Use of
Coercion to Restrict the Freedom of Speech
In the Outside World
Shu-Ting Liu
Policy Analyst
Abstract

This article discusses the use of coercion by the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) to restrict the freedom of speech, focusing specifically on the
coercive behavior towards foreigners within China as well as opinions
outside its jurisdiction. The CCP’s use of coercion aims at the
maintenance of its regime legitimacy. The characteristics of its behavior
include strong legal sanctions, cyber bullying that emerges in recent years,
and putting pressure on people globally through money and power.

This article finds that when the CCP finds its bottom lines such as
territorial sovereignty, internal affairs, and leaders’ privacy being crossed,
corresponding coercive behavior usually follows. As the list of the CCP’s
bottom lines continues to expand, its coercion has increased in recent
years and the scope widened. Criticism from the outside world also
intensifies the CCP’s reaction.

Several international countermeasures and cooperation experiences
can serve as references for policy making. Internally, democratic
countries may counter the CCP’s coercion through legal actions such as
investigation, hearing and law-making; externally they can form
international alliances. Democratic countries should also utilize the
expertise of the third sector and work with online communities, so that the
global awareness of the CCP’s use of coercion to restrict the freedom of
speech can be raised.

Key words: freedom of speech coercion, legal sanction, cyber bullying,
money and power pressure, governing authority,

international countermeasures
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