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An Initial Exploration of
the Asymmetric Warfare Thinking of the PLA

Tzu-Chieh Hung

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

This paper discusses the asymmetric warfare thinking of the People’s
Liberation Army, the author believing that China’s asymmetric warfare
thinking inherits the thought and unrestricted warfare of Mao Zedong and
is different in some ways to the asymmetric warfare thinking of the West.
When the PLA is at a disadvantage, resources must be concentrated and
directed at the enemy’s weaknesses; when the PLA has an advantage, the
asymmetric gap between the two sides should be widened. This kind of
thinking is reflected in China’s asymmetric warfare thinking and goes
beyond the military level. If China’s asymmetric warfare thinking is
reflected in development with regard to the US and Taiwan, the author
believes that, whether directed at the US or Taiwan, China will take action
on military and non-military levels, however, at present, the practice of
asymmetric warfare againstthe US still involves R&D ofrelated high-tech
weapons including guided missiles and cruise missiles, anti-satellite
weapons, and information warfare. In terms of asymmetric warfare against
Taiwan, China’s development focus is, with the cross-straits military gap
continuing to widen, unrestricted warfare means in non-military areas such
as public opinion warfare and psychological warfare to influence Taiwan.






