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Russian Federation’s National Defense
Strategic Thinking
Che-Jen Wang
Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

Russian Messianism and the sense of geographic insecurity are the
driving forces of Russia’s military expansion. After the collapse of the
Soviet Union, pro-western sentiment appeared in Russia briefly but, after
the West failing to offer reciprocal policies, Russia turned its national
security strategy to the traditional anti-Western paradigm, so as its national
defense strategic thinking. Due to the fact that Russia’s political and
economic power cannot counterbalance the West, Russia’s current
approaches of national security are strategic deterrence and prevention of
armed conflict to reach the goals of national development and protection
of national sovereignty and security. In terms of international military
cooperation, it has joined with peripheral countries and blocs to build a

security buffer zone to protect its traditional sphere of influence.

Keywords: Russia, national defense strategy, military doctrine, national

security
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