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Associate Research Fellow Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

This paper advocates that the US is more likely to adopt an attitude of
strategic ambiguity rather than strategic clarity to deter an attack on Taiwan
by China and to also give attention to freedom of movement in the Taiwan
Strait. Strategic clarity means that the US clearly states that it will protect
Taiwan if it is attacked by China; everything else is strategic ambiguity.

There are four grounds for argument supporting the adoption of
strategic ambiguity by the US: 1. The willingness of decision makers to
sacrifice the US military for Taiwan will not be questioned; 2. The risk of
Taiwan encumbering the US is relatively small; 3. Provoking China can be
avoided; 4. In a “gray-zone conflict” situation, the US won’t have to make
promises that are hard to keep.

As for the risk that strategic ambiguity will make China misjudge the
determination of the US, this can be offset on a tactical level. The “strategy
can be predicted, action is unpredictable” point of view of the US
Department of Defense implies that the US military has the power and will
to protect its strategic objectives. Its dynamic force deployment concept
attempts to create greater uncertainty and deterrence effect.
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