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China’s Ways of Coercion in Technology
Governance
Yisuo Tzeng
Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

In recent years, the Chinese Communist Party has used various means to
coerce technology operators, research and development personnel and
Chinese citizens at home and abroad, demanding foreign companies carry out
technology transfer with the lure of the huge domestic market. The flag of
localization of Internet security information has also been waved, deliberately
using information security related regulations to force Internet technology
operators to cooperate by controlling speech. This is used to achieve the
objective of restricting/ encouraging the development of the technology
industry and it also leaves foreign and domestic technology operators with no
choice but to cooperate with Beijing’s objectives of governance and
maintenance of stability.

There has yet been no case of a technology operator being forced to
censor online speech outside China’s area of jurisdiction, however, self-
censorship by technology operators of their actions and behavior has gradually
begun. Also, the Chinese Communist Party is attracting attention in two areas
because, after engaging in technology standard formulation for many years, it
has begun to lead international related standard formulation organizations and
use the Belt and Road Initiative to expand the scope of the market to which
standards apply. China’s ability to use, and the ways it uses formulation of
technology standards to carry out coercion is sure to become an important

topic of study in future.

Key words: technology governance, coercion, cyber sovereignty, data

localization
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