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The Development of the French Aerospace
Industry and its Response to the Impact of the
Covid-19 Crisis
Jui-Min Hung
Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

This paper discusses the development of the aerospace industry
cluster in the city of Toulouse in France’s Grand Sud-Ouest. Toulouse is
nicknamed Europe’s “aerospace valley” and is the aerospace center of both
France and Europe. The French Ministry of Defense has also announced
that the Space Command will be headquartered in Toulouse and will be
responsible for integrating and coordinating all France’s space combat
tools. From this angle, Toulouse is the best observation field for discussing
the interactive relationship between the space industry and national
defense.

This paper has three parts; part one introduces the development
situation of the aerospace industry in Toulouse; the complete ecosystem
and emphasis on R&D and creativity are the main characteristics of the
Toulouse aerospace industry cluster. However, the COVD-19 epidemic has
had a severe impact on France’s aerospace industry, in particular on the
civil aviation element. Part two focuses on the leading role of the French
government in revitalizing the industry under the impact of the epidemic,
including policy planning, input of financial resources and development of
large-scale plans. Lastly, the conclusion attempts to make some
suggestions for the development of Taiwan’s space industry based on the
Toulouse experience. Apart from first investing in key areas, the Ministry

of Defense should play the role of R&D and innovation locomotive.

Keywords: French aerospace industry, Toulouse, space industry

development
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