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The Management and Response of Benelux
Countries vis-a-vis China’s Coercive
Behaviors
Jui-Min Hung
Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

This article, taking the Benelux countries as study subject, discusses
how small-medium sized countries can handle the coercive behavior of the
Chinese Communist Party. The study finds that there has been a change in
recent years in the friendly relations between the three countries and China.
The relationship of Belgium and the Netherlands and China is becoming
more tense, while Luxemburg continues to enhance its relations with
China. This difference mainly stems from different domestic development
characteristics. Their response capability to the Chinese Communist
Party’s coercive actions is decided by the three factors of security,
economics and public opinion. Compared to Australia and Canada which
are currently in the “cross-hairs” or the EU’s Czech Republic and Sweden,
there haven’t been many cases of coercive behavior by the Chinese
Communist Party against the Benelux countries. However, the security
challenge that Beijing poses today and the suppression of free and
democratic values such as human rights are issues that all small-medium
countries must consider and face up to. Taking into account that unity is
the only way to effectively counter the Chinese Communist Party’s
coercive behavior, an analysis of the cases involving the Benelux countries
can increase the risk understanding and coordination and cooperation of
medium-small countries, and increase the costs and decrease the
effectiveness of coercive behavior adopted by Beijing in the future.
Key words: Benelux countries, coercive behavior, Chinese Communist

Party
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