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The Influence of Main Island Taiwan’s
Terrain on “Asymmetric Warfare”

Heng-Hsiao Kuo Chung-Yen Lu
Training Officer Research Assistant

Abstract

With the balance of military power gradually tipping in favor of the
other side of the Taiwan Strait, Taiwan’s military should actively bring into
play the advantages of the defender, being more familiar than the enemy
with the terrain of island Taiwan and managing the battlefield ahead of the
enemy; maximum use of the complex terrain of island Taiwan should be
made, accompanied by equipping with asymmetric warfare weapons and
equipment and planning of innovative asymmetric warfare tactics to
eliminate the enemy’s numerical and technological advantages and
increase their disadvantages in terms of time efficiency and psychological
stress.

At present the strategic objective of building up the military is
“Resolute Defense, Multi-Domain Deterrence,” focusing on military
operations between source strike and coastal areas, with relatively little
attention given to military operations in the interior of Taiwan.
Consequently, this paper discusses the effect of asymmetric warfare of the
terrain east of Provincial Highway 61 and west of Provincial Highway 11;
the focuses are the three main types of terrain in Taiwan and the main
terrainsof the densely populatedareas. Cases of historical battles are used
to prove that terrain application can help and howimportantit is. The hope
is that the ROC military will develop more corresponding weapons
acquisition cases and innovative tactical applications in accordance with
the attributes of the terrain to facilitate actively bringing into play the
benefits of military resources, increasing the depth of battle and raising the
level of Taiwan’s military deterrence capability, to achieve the objective
of “David against Goliath” asymmetric warfare.






