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Covid-19 Pandemic, Globalization and
Global Governance: Impacts, Implications,
and Beyond

Che-chuan Lee

Institute for National Defense and Security Research
Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic which broke out at the end of 2019 has had
an obvious impact on the world order, in particular globalization and global
governance. In early 2020, production in many countries halted, cross-
border flow of people stopped, global supply chains were broken and

99 ¢

judgments and calls for “de-globalization” “and industrial decoupling”
began to be heard. The initial indecision of the World Health Organization
(WHO) and the inability of leading countries such as the US and China to
play a leadership role was like the announcement to the world of the
confusion and incapacitation of global public health governance. Luckily,
the development of the situation that followed allows us to maintain a
positive attitude towards globalization and global governance.

Taking the capital flow, people flow and information flow of trade
globalization as the indicators, this article observes the impact in the early
days of the pandemic and the response of the main economies. It finds that
industry and international product trade displayed strong resilience and
recovered quickly in the latter half of 2020; foreign direct investment also
recovered strongly in 2021. “Vaccine justice” received an international

response and the WHO was able to build the COVAX mechanism in

combination with other institutions and, under various objective
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restrictions, strive to deliver vaccines to poor countries. As well as
resilience, globalization and global public health governance also

displayed the ability of self-adjustment and moving with the times.

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, globalization, global governance,

public health governance
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