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The Politics of Emotions and Asymmetric
Warfare: the Case of the Ukraine Crisis

Tsung-Han Wu
Postdoctoral Fellow

Abstract

The scale of Ukraine and Russia’s land, national power, resources, and
military forces is asymmetric. Without launching large scale military action,
the latter was able to expand its territory and contain the government in
Kiev and NATO within two months by combining conventional and non-
conventional means, creating asymmetric warfare in terms of tactics and
results of battle. Related literature has mentioned the contribution of
cognitive warfare and information warfare to the above, however,
discussion of how related mechanisms bring an effect into play is lacking,
This paper introduces analysis of emotion, perception and cognizance in
psychology to fill in related blanks. By analyzing the internal and external
political situation from the time of the Ukrainian Maidan Revolution from
the end of 2013 to 2014, this paper points out that Russia’s use of
communications channels to stir up anti-Kiev sentiment amongst the
people in the southeast of Ukraine was effective and was key to gaining
important advantages in the action against Ukraine in a short space of time.
This paper is split into four parts; the first part explains the main points;
then there is discussion of the connection between emotion, perception and
cognizance and where an effort can be made vis a vis asymmetric warfare.
The third part analyzes the situation in the Crimea and eastern Ukraine and
Russia’s actions locally following the Maidan Revolution. The conclusion
describes the lessons that Taiwan can learn from the case of Ukraine.



