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The Focus of International Politics Amid the
Effects of the Covid-19 Pandemic

William Chih-tung Chung

Postdoctoral Fellow
Abstract

The strong infectivity and variability of COVID-19 has caused the
pandemic to spread all around the world. How to handle the pandemic has
become the current focus in terms of unconventional security challenge in
the international community. Along with the phenomenon of globalization,
pandemic management is beyond the competence of a single country,
meaning no country can stand alone. Therefore, in addition to
strengthening domestic epidemic prevention and control, countries are
actively seeking international cooperation to jointly cope with this
pandemic’s challenges. However, with the effects of Russia’s war against
Ukraine on February 2022 and the pandemic gradually coming under
control with the increased vaccination rate, the focus of international
politics amidst the pandemic has clearly shifted from so-called “low
politics”, such as health issues of unconventional security, to “high
politics” such as diplomatic, military and geostrategic issues. Therefore,
this article examines the focus of international politics under the effects of
the pandemic in terms of related multilateralism, smart power, public
diplomacy, and the “pandemic diplomacy” of the United States, Europe,
and China. Finally, the article explores the impact of the pandemic on

Taiwan and provides suggestions.

Keywords: COVID-19 Pandemic, Unconventional Security, Ukraine
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