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Observations of Semiconductor Industry
Trends Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic

Chia-yi Lin
Institute for National Defense and Security Research
Abstract

Since the US-China trade war broke out the problem of the
semiconductor supply chain has been the focus of global attention. The
COVID-19 pandemic that began in 2020 highlighted even more the
fragility of and threat to the semiconductor supply chain. The great powers
are already aware of these problems. With government and industry keen
to maintain supply chain stable operation, the semiconductor industry is
developing in the direction of distributed, de-centralized and diverse.
Although this development may increase semiconductor manufacturing
production costs, on the level of national strategy, it is one of the

unavoidable trends.

Keywords: semiconductor, COVID-19 pandemic, China—United States
trade war, Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co., Ltd

(TSMC)
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