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Covid-19 and Emerging Technology
Applications: The Case of the Metaverse

Yi-Suo TzengDivision of Cyber Security and Decision-Making Simulation
Abstract

The quarantine and avoidance of contact needed for epidemic
prevention in the post-pandemic world have accelerated the development
of contactless technology and automation technology. The alienation
between people caused by social distancing during the COVID-19
pandemic was mitigated by linking people online and Virtual Reality
immersion to give people a sense of presence, forming new demand and
letting the metaverse begin to receive a lot of attention in 2021, a situation
that drove the research and development and application of peripheral
hardware and software.

Also, while existing technology benefitted and developed during the
pandemic, the disputes and cruxes that originally existed have not
disappeared— contactless technology, unmanned vehicles and the
metaverse all face issues such as privacy protection, cyber security
protection and ethics. Observing post-pandemic technology development
trends, as well as weighing up the impact of the post-pandemic situation
on specific technology development in advance, it is also necessary to pay
close attention to the changes that may be brought to the ecosystem of each

technology by US-China “technology decoupling.”

Keywords: post-COVID-19, contactless technology, sense of presence,

metaverse
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