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How US Airpower Can Offset China’s Expanding Naval Power

US Air Force bombers can cover more ocean faster than ships at sea, providing a critical counter to China'’s new, longer-range anti-ship defenses.

Bombers’ Range Advantage J « China Extends Its Reach
Two B-52s flying at 600 knots can cover S ®e The Chinese surface fleet has grown
140,000 square miles of ocean area in two J "‘”‘.‘:::...,, not only in size, but also capability.
hours. . " : m.u..w;‘:""‘“" ::;,’fﬁ;;. The DF-21D anti-ship ballistic missile
i (ASBM) has a range of around 810
. nm and features maneuverable
t i : re-entry vehicles and the ability to
. —810nm —— strike moving targets, such as US
K o gaama Navy aircraft carriers.
L]
o 0e® TAIWAN
P PACIFIC
Y OCEAN pespen

PHILIPPINES

®
GUAM

® Maximum range of China's new DF-21D
anti-ship ballistic missile launched from
PLA naval bases.

Traveling at 20 knots, two Navy destroy- ® US military bases

ers cover only 4,666 square miles in two G300 480550 460 00 B W oo MILES
hours—1/30" of the area.
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Graphic: Mike Tsukamato and Dashton Parham
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