Y = 1Y ERE,

PIENE SR 25
B
B 5

7522 4 79 5 B S R P

wm =

LTRSS A E AR B AY R B L FUAR (AR RS -

N Bl REAFL S Lt 2 e B B A I 4 - 1960 £E(0 > thERRE (4
A SRI R EAE TP IR HRER - IR E S o R T SEY L
SEAOE MG BER = M AL - g E T BRI e E T R S AR
M o MERE N EE MR AR > SR e AU ST R - 1990
o oL EkEERT ARV AS (Kilo) SRUBHE: - [5)6 e VBN R (X
BB E - SUBSFAAELS )T - HEHAVSSEEZ T8 BRC R
FIERERTT o FHRYVEREAE T SRHAT L ~ S o B R i P 5 S Ay
BHE » R EEGEUE S EHETHALER - 828 it
A A DR SR B /K N MBS AR S SC B E RN BB g R/K
NIETT o RS SRR HR - L P R EE T

Bl4gse ¢ R BRI ~ TR 2 I S 3R UA G > W wRiE

ERESELET(G B 1



BN R 2T T

A Study on the Development of the PLAN

Submarine Force

Wen-Chung Chai
Assistant Research Fellow
Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Institute for National Defense and Security Research

Abstract

The Chinese Navy submarine force was established with the assistance
of the Soviet Navy, and its equipment operation, doctrine development,
personnel training and base construction have many remnants of the Soviet
Navy. In the 1960s, Sino-Soviet relations broke down, the Soviet Union
withdrew its advisers from China, and what become known as PLAN began
to build its own ships. Due to the China's weak industrial base and lack of
shipbuilding talents, PLAN imitated various types of submarines developed
by the Soviet Union and attempted to build indigenously, resulting in
submarines that were poor in performance, excessively noisy and unable to
meet the harsh conditions of modern naval warfare. In the 1990s, China
purchased advanced Kilo-class submarines from Russia and carried out
various plans to modernize submarines. After years of continuous efforts, its
self-made diesel-electric submarines and nuclear-powered submarines now
have considerable combat capability. Due to the increasing role of submarines
in the China’s offshore waters defense, open seas protection, and strategic
deterrence, PLAN is expected to have political support for a stable
modernization plan. Although PLAN will not be able to challenge U.S.
underwater superiority in the short term, this large and increasingly powerful
underwater Chinese force will have a severe impact on peace, security and
military balance in the Asia-Pacific region.

Keywords: PLAN Submarine Force, Near Seas Defense, Far Seas Protection,
Strategic Deterrence
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