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Abstract

In the face of increasing frequency of PLA operations in the sea- and air-
space of Japan's southwest islands, and the increasing sense of threat from
Chinese coast guard vessels’ repeated appearances in the waters surrounding
the Diaoyutai Islands, “Southwest Defense” has become a top priority in
Japan's national defense planning. From the National Security Strategy,
Japan's top defense strategy document, to the annual Defense White Paper,
defending the southwest islands is given foremost importance. Tokyo has
attempted to strengthen “Southwest Defense” through enhanced planning,
including personnel deployment, weapons development, and international
cooperation. At the same time, however, “Southwest Defense” also faces
challenges such as opposition from local residents at home and — as the PLA
activities do not constitute war — a possible security gap, as there is no explicit
coverage of gray-zone threats under the U.S.-Japan mutual security alliance.
This paper argues that in the face of China's rapid military development,
Taiwan and Japan, which are both in close geographical proximity, should
consider their joint efforts to deal with China's military threats.

Keywords: Southwest Island Defense, Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade,
Diaoyu / Senkaku Islands, U.S.-Japan Alliance
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