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The Role and Influence of the China
Railway Express in China's Westward
Expansion

Che-Jen Wang

Division of Cyber Security and Decision-Making Simulation

Abstract

The five Central Asian countries, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan are surrounded by deserts and high
mountains. Insufficient railway and highway transportation infrastructure
leading to high costs for exporting goods has been their main weakness in
economic development. The infrastructure construction of these countries
requires a large amount of capital investment. Therefore, the China
Railway Express, which is one of the pillar projects of the Belt and Road
Initiative proposed by Xi Jinping, is viewed as a possible solution to
improve the regional transportation system in Central Asia. However, the
project seems to have limited its attention and resources to the construction
of railway infrastructure and focuses only on logistic improvement. The
China Railway Express does contribute to the China-Europe trade via
railway transportation, but it benefits neither the five countries’ economic
development, their trade with China, nor their freight volume. Therefore,
the benefits of the China Railway Express for the five countries are
negligible.

Keywords: China Railway Express, Central Asia, Freight Transportation,

Regional Development
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