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The Effects of the Russia-Ukraine War on
NATO: Expansion, Unity, Risk Avoidance
and Suspicion of China

Chung Chih-Tung
Institute for National Defense and Security Research
Abstract

NATO sees the Russia-Ukraine War as “the most serious threat to
European-Atlantic security” since the Second World War. The Russia-
Ukraine War has had far-reaching and key effects on NATO, mainly
reflected in four aspects: NATO is expanding its influence under the threat
of Russia, NATO has integrated internal strategic contradictions, NATO is
looking to avoid direct military conflict with Russia, and “strategic
cooperation” between Russia and China has deepened NATO’s suspicions
of Beijing. Russia has not performed as well as expected on the Ukraine
battlefield and has sunk into a quagmire, allowing NATO to review
Russia’s conventional war fighting capability and the effect on the role of
its nuclear weapons. With the NATO-led West imposing comprehensive
sanctions and containing it diplomatically, Russia’s geopolitical influence
in Europe has not only fallen substantially, its overall national power has
been severely eroded and this will affect Moscow’s ability to become
involved and its influence on the world stage.

Keywords: Russia-Ukraine War, NATO, International situation
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