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A Predictive Model of China’s Military
Budget in 2030

Chin-Hao, Yang
Department of Accounting, Ming Chuan University

Abstract

Affected by the Russia-Ukraine War and the COVID-19 pandemic, the
international security situation is unstable and subject to more variables,
severely impacting the international security situation. China has continually
increased its military budget in recent years and has infringed upon and spied
on Taiwan’s territory, posing a serious threat. It is necessary to effectively keep
abreast of the growth trends and allocation model of China’s military budget
to provide reference for allocation of Taiwan’s military budget in response.
This study constructs a system dynamics model to build the forecast model for
the size of China’s military budget in 2030; at the same time, considering GDP
growth rate, statistical performance indicators and SDGs serve as economic
indicators for the planning of China’s national defense budget; taking into
account the economic situation, mathematical programming simulation is
used to estimate trends in the budget allocation proportion of China’s military
budget. Apart from analyzing the growth in allocated amount and final account
amount of China’s budget, the results of this study also provide the budget
allocation proportion combination for reference in decision making for
Taiwan’s national defense budget planning.

Keywords: China’s Military Budget, Economic Situation Analysis,
Mathematical Programming Simulation, Budget Allocation

Proportion Optimal Combination
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Logistics Support Power: PLA Joint
Logistics Support Force

Paul A. Huang
Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

The military purposes of the establishment of People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) Joint Logistics Support Force (JLSF) of the CCP Central
Military Commission (CMC) are to meet the needs of PLA logistics
support in various areas of operations and to adapt to the command system
of five theater operations. In terms of organizational change, the creation
of the JLSF transforms the joint logistics support forces, which were
formerly under the jurisdiction of the Joint Logistics Department of each
military region, into five major joint logistics support centers in the five
theaters. The main aim of this arrangement is to enable the five joint
logistics support centers of the five theaters to be directly commanded by
the CMC and to provide related logistics support and strategic delivery for
PLA troops, so as to bring their combat effectiveness into full play during
wartime, and also to support and strengthen the capabilities of the troops

in emergency rescue and disaster relief in peacetime.

Keywords: Military Reform under Xi Jinping, Joint Logistics Support

Force, Unified Logistics, Strategic Delivery Capabilities
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China’s Combat Support Capability:
Strategic Support Force

Yu-Wen, Huang
Center for Advanced Technology, TKU

Abstract

The PLA’s Strategic Support Force was established on December 31,
2015 and is the fifth force after the Army, Navy, Air Force and Rocket
Force. It is a new combat force for protecting China’s national security that
has the Network Systems Department and Space Systems Department as
subordinate units. The Network Systems Department is responsible for the
“technical reconnaissance base” of each of the PLA’s five theaters and
dozens of signals intelligence bureaus and research institutions, using
various ground technologies to collect information; the Space Systems
Department has taken over the space units of the original General
Armament Department. It provides “general combat graphics” for combat
units distributed all over China and also provides intelligence support for
the “five theaters”. The SSF is responsible for space, cyberspace,
intelligence, electromagnetic spectrum and the “three warfares,”and also
provides information guarantee to the PLA. The development trends of the
SSF are: integrating multiple area space and cyber capability, continuing
to deepen “civil-military integration” development and deploying cyber
and space resources to support advance operations; security in the Indo-
Pacific region will be affected.

Keywords: Strategic Support Force, Network Systems Department, Space
Systems Department, Base 311
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Assessment of China’s Air Reconnaissance
and Strike Support Capability: Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles

Hsiao-Huang Shu
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

China has the world’s largest unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) industry
and not only exports around the world, for military and non-military use,
the PLA also has a large UAV force that is improving all the time and can
be used for various military and non-military actions. UAV exported by
China are used against rebels and guerillas in the Middle East and North
Africa and, although not equal to advanced same-grade US made products
in terms of precision and combat power, they have found many customers
in the Third World due to their low price. Also, China’s consumer UAV
dominate the market globally and Al, loyal wingman, networking,
automation and other technologies have been developed. Its UAV cannot
only be used in “gray area” actions, they can be used in wartime to directly
or indirectly support various combat missions.

Keywords: Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, PLA, Asymmetrical Warfare
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China’s Nuclear Weapons Capability:
Current Situation and Directions

Wen-Chung, Chai

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

In recent years, as China has gradually modernized its conventional
forces, it has also actively expanded and upgraded the scale and capability
of its nuclear forces. For China, nuclear weapons give it a favorable
situation in great power competition and serve as a deterrent against the
US intervening in a war in the Taiwan Strait. In the foreseeable future,
China will continue to accelerate its nuclear weapon combat power R&D
and deployment to realize its “powerful military dream” and “powerful
nation dream” objectives. of most importance in nuclear weapon
construction are warheads and projection vehicles. By 2030, the number of
land-based nuclear warheads and ballistic missiles will remain at the
current level, while the increase in the number of air-based warheads and
vehicles will also be limited. Worthy of note is that the number of sea-based
warheads and ballistic missiles will increase greatly, with more than 200
nuclear warheads capable of reaching the US homeland. In the foreseeable
future, as the number and precision of China’s nuclear warheads continues
to increase, it will have a much better strategic situation than at present.
However, due to a lack of transparency in nuclear weapons development,
the continual growth in China’s nuclear weapons power is a threat to
international security that intensifies by the day.

Keywords: PLA Rocket Force, China’s Nuclear Warheads, China’s

Ballistic Missiles, Nuclear Deterrence
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PLA Land Warfare Capability Assessment: Army
Modernization
Tai-Yuan, Yang
Institute of China Military Affairs Studies, National Defense University
Abstract

The PLA Army will increase air-ground integrated, long-range
mobility, rapid assault and special force warfare capability according to the
requirements of the “3D attack and defense, all-domain warfighting”
strategy. Actively responding to strategic direction combat missions, it will
promote integration of training and actual combat, enhance long-distance
mobile assault and force cooperative combat capability, and strengthen
informationized deterrence and actual combat capability, moving from
“regional defense type” to “all-domain operation type.”

Although the PLA Army’s logistics guarantee capability is unable to
support overseas combat and it can only engage in combat within the
borders and in border areas, however, after over a decade of joint exercises
and under the guidance of the Outline of Joint Operations for the PLA
(trial,) the PLA Army already has the ability to project a first-echelon
landing force of 60,000 men and ““integrated joint operations” capability.
Keywords: PLA Army, All-Domain Mobility, Modernization

Construction, Army Group, Combined Brigade
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Assessment of China’s Maritime Force
Projection Capability

Hsin-Biao, Jiang
Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

China’s aircraft carriers, amphibious transport docks, and amphibious
assault ships are important force projection platforms, while overseas bases
are indispensable for supporting the effects of force projection. China’s
overseas interests depend on the guarantee of force projection and force
projection effects depend on the support of overseas bases. The three have
an interconnected relationship and none can be lacking, however, in terms
of obtaining overseas bases, things have not gone as smoothly for China as
building maritime projection platforms and it is unavoidable that China’s
force projection capability will be affected.

Keywords: Overseas Interests, Force Projection, Overseas Bases
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China’s Airpower Projection Capability
Tzu-Li, Wu
Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

In 2017, Xi Jinping announced the course of China’s gradual military
modernization by 2035, the objective being to achieve the “great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation” by 2049, the centenary of the
establishment of the PRC, replace the alliances and security relationships
of the US in the Indo-Pacific region, overtake the global influence and
power of the US and restructure the international order to make it more
favorable for Beijing’s communist authoritarian system and its national
interests. Guided by Xi Jinping’s strategic objective of developing the
military, as China’s economy develops rapidly, sufficient resources can be
allocated for the military modernization plan; with the restructuring of its
national defense industry and breakthroughs in technical capability, China
has seen rapid developments in its air power in recent years. The formation
of the projection capability based on this gives China the power to shape
the battlefield and will gradually enhance its Anti-Access/Area Denial

(A2/AD) capability in the Taiwan Strait and even beyond the first island
chain. Beginning with assessment of China’s air force, this article assesses
the development trends of Chinas airpower projection capability up to
2030.

Keywords: China’s Airpower, Airpower Projection
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