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The Reshaping of the Public Opinion
Guidance Machine in the Age of Xi

Shan-Son, Kung
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

Through reform of Party and state organs in 2018, Xi Jinping gradually
changed the principle of “separation of Party and government” to “the
Party acts for government” and took full control of the propaganda system
step by step. This new-type opinion guidance machine has a new effect in
the process of guiding both internal and external opinion: 1. Using fake
news to initiatively guide or confuse the subject country’s opinion direction
2. Blurring the borders between peace and wartime and opinion war. These
two points make both its internal and external guidance more aggressive,
while, at the same time, also creating a dilemma for internal control and
external backlash.

Keywords: Opinion Guidance, Party Acts for Government, Propaganda
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Mode and Evolution of China’s Internal

Public Opinion Guidance and Censorship

Kuan-Chen, Lee
Assistant Research Fellow
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

This article discusses the ways that the Chinese government shapes
domestic public opinion. By examining related literature, we demonstrate
that, to maintain social stability, the CCP regulates public opinion through
a strategy of combining “blocking” and “dredging”, aiming to eliminate
divergent voices, amplify pro-CCP discourses, and attract public attention
via algorithms in the age of Big Data and Al. However, the more control
that the CCP exerts over public opinion, the higher the risk that public
grievances will grow; on the contrary, the more channels that the CCP
allows for public articulation, the greater the possibility of loopholes. In
other words, if a balance cannot be achieved between suppressing and
channeling public opinion, the CCP’s work on public opinion guidance
could backfire and erode its legitimacy. In summary, understanding the
logic behind the CCP’s public opinion guidance and censorship not only
strengthens our cognitive immunity to the CCP’s public opinion war, it

also enhances our belief in the democratic system and freedom of speech.

Keywords: China’s Public Opinion Guidance, Censorship, Propaganda
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From Cognition, Emotion to Behavior:
The Role of AI Technology in China’s

Opinion Guidance

Shu-Ting, Liu

Policy Analyst

Abstract

This article examines the role of Artificial Intelligence technology in
the opinion guidance of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). It thinks that,
in the technology era, the CCP’s opinion guidance is not just “molding”
the contents of propaganda, it, moreover, attempts to use Al technology to
win the people’s hearts and minds, occupy their vision and thus
“manipulate” the cognition, emotion and behavior of the public.

This article sorts the modes through which the CCP promotes opinion
guidance: Big Data analysis’ “instant supervision” and “development
forecast, the algorithm recommendation system’s “priority order” and

9 ¢

“successive push, social media bots’ “group adherence” and “collaborative
sharing,” and the “visual impact” and “emotional drive” brought by video
livestream.

In this context, the CCP’s technological opinion guidance has an
important effect on the levels of cognition, emotion and behavior:
enhancing the people’s patriotic belief, manipulating the mood of Chinese
society and promoting the people’s participatory behavior.

As the CCP’s opinion guidance technology continues to be refined and

developed, the model of technological opinion guidance will move towards
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systematic development and will deeply and meticulously penetrate and
influence the cognition, emotion and behavior of China’s people. However,
based on observation of recent events, this article thinks that “technology
ultimately comes from humanity” and that the thinking of the guider is key;
no matter how refined the appearance, it will not hide ugly intent, and this
will present challenges for the CCP’s technological opinion guidance in

future

Keywords: Opinion Guidance, Artificial Intelligence Technology,

Cognition, Emotion, Behavior
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The Discourse and Strategy of China’s
Opinion Guidance

Ying-Hsuan, Chen
Associate Researcher
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts

Abstract

After the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic the Communist Party
of China realized that “grasping international discursive power” is a
battleground for displaying overall national power and influence and,
therefore, attached more importance to international opinion guidance
work. In 2021, in Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee group
study, Xi Jinping pointed out that, in future, China must enhance top level
design and research strategy to build a strategy dissemination system with
clear Chinese characteristics to form international discursive power that
matches its overall national power and international position. From China’
international opinion guidance strategic framework, it can be seen that the
core demand of the Party center vis a vis related work is “party control
type”. The executing unit and propaganda channel must both strictly follow
the leadership of the Party. Under this precondition, the party center
decides top level design content and direction, then they are passed to
academia for study of international dissemination theory and current
development difficulties; official media formulates the propaganda
strategy and actually carries it out.

From recent-year official discourse, suggestions from China’s
academia and media main key notes, China’s international opinion

guidance is gradually transforming from “How to execute” to “How to
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make international opinion guidance ‘“precise” and ‘“‘effective”. If the
principle of effective dissemination is referred to, China’s main strategies
at present include: enhancing points of commonality with the overseas
audience, transmitting visualizable information and zoned precision
dissemination, and embodying the China concept with slogans in line with
policy.

Although Beijing makes a big effort to “tell the China story well”, it
ideological control of external opinion guidance and propaganda work and
the values conveyed are totally at odds with Western cultural diversity and
individualism; also, there is often a big gap between the propaganda
policies formulated by the Party and mainstream values. In the short-term,
China’s opinion guidance will have difficulty achieving the goal of
“effective dissemination.”

Keywords: Russia-Ukraine War, Australian National Security, Indo-

Pacific Region
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China’s Opinion Guidance vis-a-vis the
Russia-Ukraine War

Bo-Chou, Lin
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts

Abstract

Communist Party of China propaganda work emphasizes an insistence
on party spirit; so-called insisting on party spirit means insisting on the
correct political direction and propagating the center’s lines and policies.
After the building of the “new era comprehensive strategic cooperation
partnership” by China and Russia, although China stresses that it has made
independent and autonomous judgements vis-a-vis the Ukraine problem,
however, from China’s opinion guidance with respect to the Russia-
Ukraine War, China’s diplomatic strategic layout can be seen. This article
takes China’s opinion guidance with regard to the Russia-Ukraine War as
the subject of discussion, finding that the official opinion discourses
include: 1. Blaming the US for the Russia-Ukraine War; 2. Criticizing the
US for replicating the Afghan War; 3.China refuses to position the Russia-
Ukraine War as an invasion; 4. Enhanced wartime opinion cooperation by
China and Russia; 5. Actively building the image of China as a fair referee
and neural and objective. The conclusion also points out that Xi Jinping
personally planned deployment and supervised the promotion of
propaganda work to ensure the leadership of the news media and opinion
guidance just reflects his “support Russia-resist the US” diplomatic

strategic layout.
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The Extension of Public Opinion Guidance:
China’s Construction of “International
Discursive Power” And Its Challenges

Jyun-Yi, Lee
Division of National Security Research

Abstract

From the angle of the logic of China’s opinion guidance, this article
examines its construction of “international discursive power” and the
challenges faced. Interfering with and manipulating opinion are important
governance tools of authoritarian systems because, if the opinions of the
people match the principles, values and goals set by the party-state system,
the latter does not need to rely excessively on an expensive supervision and
punishment system. For this, opinion guidance needs a certain purpose,
that is building positive discourse to reinforce its own legitimacy and win
the hearts and minds of the people.

Expanding from this, China seeks to use the construction of
“international discursive power” to build a beneficial international strategic
environment, however, the effect has thus far been limited. This article
believes this originates from three contradictions; first, China thinks its
assertions should have corresponding influence as its national “power”
increases, and this forms a sense of superiority. Second, as soon as its
assertions are criticized, China usually returns to the logic of binary
opposition to the West, seeing critics as wrong and immoral and not
beneficial for international communication. Lastly, China’s seeking to

highlight the particularity of its system can easily be seen as threatening by

of



international society; the special meaning of values it gives universality to
such as democracy and human rights is often scrutinized and criticized.
Finally, this article points out that democratic countries can engage in a
discourse struggle with it because it, on the surface at least, accepts
universal values and perhaps this can guide internal opinion in China and

partially limit its external behavior.

Keywords: International Discursive Power, Binary Opposition,

Universality/Particularity

58



