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Abstract

China and the European Union signed the EU-China Comprehensive
Agreement on Investment on December 30, 2021. This agreement is a milestone for
consolidating the trade relationship between both sides. However, due to human
rights concern, the European Union decided to suspend the implementation of this
agreement. Reasons behind the suspension of implementing the treaty involve
domestic factors of the EU member states, human rights concerns, and the power
competition between China and the United States. Against this backdrop, this paper
aims to explore the meaning and significance of EU-China Comprehensive
Agreement on Investment to China-EU trade relations and the development of
global political economy. In this paper, I argue that the consolidation of EU-China
trade relations helps promote EU’s image as a global participant and responsible
actor by concerning the human right issues inside China. In the meantime, China
tried to solidify its relationship with the EU in order to alleviate political and
economic pressure imposed by the United States.

Keywords: comprehensive strategic partnership ~ unilateral ~ multilateral -~
normative power ~ strategic autonony
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