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Party-State and Society Relations in China:
persistent tensions

Christina Chen
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

Since Xi Jinping came to office, the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) has regarded social stability as crucial to the stability of its regime,
and in last year’s 20th party congress, social stability emerged as a top
priority, and was deemed as important to the safeguarding of China’s
national security. The CCP’s emphasis on social stability stems from
rising instability. China’s market reform and opening have resulted in
rising income inequality and other social problems. After Xi Jinping
came to power, economic slowdown and the Covid pandemic further
exacerbated these social problems. To prevent intensifying social
discontent from challenging its rule, the party under Xi has tightened its
grip on society, prompting people to express grievances through protests
and other collective actions. In other words, society has become
increasingly discontented, but the party-state has responded with
repression and control. This pattern of interaction will continue after the
20th National Congress, not only increasing tensions between party-state
and society, but also potentially prompting the CCP to divert internal
pressure with gray-area conflicts, thereby increasing tensions in the

Taiwan Strait.

Keywords: Party-State and Society Relations; 20th Party Congress;

Social Protests
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