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China’s Military Threat and Taiwan’s
Response

Yen-Lin, Wang
Division of National Security Research
Abstract

In recent years, as China’s overall national power has increased, its
military threat to Taiwan has also gradually intensified. China conducted
two large-scale military exercises around Taiwan in 2022 and 2023.
Although the latest exercise was smaller in scale than the previous one,
the content of the exercise indicates that China's threat to Taiwan has not
diminished. On the other hand, China continues to use gray zone
operations to oppress Taiwan, and recently declared the median line of
the Taiwan Strait (Davis Line) and the contiguous zone illegal. Against
this backdrop, Taiwan has been increasing its defense budget year by
year, reforming its military service regulations, and enhancing its
stockpile of key materials to respond to China’s military threats.
However, as it stands now, there is still room for further improvement in
Taiwan’s defense budget compared to countries such as South Korea,
Israel, and Singapore. In addition, although the Taiwanese public is
clearly aware of the threat from China and the importance of
strengthening national defense, their understanding of Taiwan’s national
defense policy is relatively limited, indicating that there is still room for

improvement.

Keywords: The China Threat, Taiwan Strait Situation, China-Taiwan

Relations, National Defense Policy
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