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China Threat and Japan’s Defense
Response

Po-Chou, Lin
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

After the end of the Cold War, Japan’s key security threat has
changed from Russia to China. Japan gradually adjusted its defense
policy to lift the ban on the right of collective self-defense and to send
troops overseas. In response to the challenges from a rising China, the
Abe cabinet proposed the vision of a “free and open Indo-Pacific” in
2016. The vision is in line with the US “Indo-Pacific Strategy”. “Free and
Open Indo-Pacific” became the basis for expanding cooperation with
like-minded countries. In Japan’s Defense Architecture reorganization,
Abe established the National Security Council, passed the first ever
“National Security Strategy”, and adjusted military posture, in particular
strengthening defense deployment on the Southwest Islands. Since the
Kishida Cabinet took office, it has continued to adjust its defense policy.
In response to intensified geostrategic competition, Japan has decided to
develop stand-off defense capabilities, strengthen counterstrike
capabilities, and substantially increase the defense budget; it has also
continued to expand cooperation with countries with similar thinking,

hoping to maintain peace and security and stable international order.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific, China Threat, Japan Defense, US-Japan

Alliance

25



