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Could Asymmetric Warfare Really Deter
China?

Jyh-Shyang, Sheu
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

The warfighting concept of “asymmetric warfare” has become one of
the most important topics of Taiwanese defense issues. Several studies
suggest that asymmetric capabilities will better deter China from invading
Taiwan. As a much smaller country, the idea of “deterrence by denial” is
indeed more effective compared with the concept of “deterrence by
punishment.” However, the failure of deterrence in Ukraine shows that
successful deterrence i1s not only connected to Taiwan’s defense
preparations, but also the posture and deterrence efforts of like-minded
allies. Besides keeping focused on asymmetric warfare and “deterrence by
denial,” Taiwan also needs to further cooperate with international partners
to integrate different aspects of deterrence in order to enhance deterrence

credibility.

Keywords: Deterrence by Denial, Asymmetric Warfare
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