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Deterrence in the Missile Defense Era
Hsiao-Huang, Shu
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

China is rapidly upgrading its armaments and continues to strengthen
its A2/AD capabilities. Its provocative strategies and harassment not only
threaten neighboring countries, but also exacerbate regional tensions, and
impede the ability of the United States to act to intervene and assist its allies
in coping with aggression. Building missile defense capabilities can deter
adversaries’ aggressive ambitions. The United States views the
combination of nuclear weapons and missile defense as two sides of the
same coin in strategic deterrence, which will help deter the enemy's
aggressive ambitions. The United States needs to continue to strengthen its
missile defense capabilities to deter threats from China and Russia's
intercontinental ballistic missiles and short-range missiles, establish
integrated air defense and missile defense capabilities, defend the
homeland and regional allies, and protect US bases and troops stationed
abroad. Secondly, increase Indo-Pacific regional defense, precision
weapons stockpiles and deployments, and cooperation with Indo-Pacific
countries to strengthen deterrence against China; and finally, the war
between Russia and Ukraine shows that high-intensity wars consume a
huge quantity of weapons, including vital air defense weapons. The United
States needs to increase the production of long-range precision weapons
and strengthen investment in air defense capabilities in the Indo-Pacific

region in order to deter China's ambitions.

Keywords: Deterrence, Missile Defense, Precision Weapons
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U.S. Construction of “Deterrence Coalition”
in the First Island Chain: Development and
Limitations

Paul A. Huang

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

Since the launch of the “Indo-Pacific strategy” by the Trump
administration, the United States has actively pursued military exchanges,
security cooperation, base leasing, and joint military exercises with
countries along the “First Island Chain” in response to China’s
expansionist strategies and military actions in the Indo-Pacific region. The
“First Island Chain” serves as an important geographical defense line for
the US in the region, and its strategic containment role has become
increasingly important as China rises rapidly and expands militarily. As
strategic competition between the US and China intensifies, Washington is
attempting to unite countries along the Island Chain to build a “coalition
deterrence” capability under the framework of the Indo-Pacific strategy.
Washington has also adopted a “pacing challenge” tactic in its military
strategy to jointly counter China’s military and non-military threats in the
region. For its part, Beijing is countering the US-led First Island Chain
Deterrence Coalition with a “gray zone” strategy and economic sanctions,
which constrain the building of the deterrence force that the US is trying to
establish in the Island Chain. In addition, China’s actions are causing small
and medium-sized countries in the US-China competition framework to
fall into the “Melian Dilemma.” Thus, it is worth exploring how the US-
led First Island Chain Deterrence Coalition will develop and what its

limitations are.
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Analysis of the Deterrent Effects of
Internationalizing Taiwan Strait Security
on China

Chih-Tung, Chung
Division of National Security Research

Abstract

The concept of internationalization of Taiwan Strait security aims to
avoid China's internalization of cross-strait relations. It means that, through
active or passive means, foreign forces are invoked to intervene to counter
China's attempt and ability to unilaterally resolve the Taiwan issue. How
effective is the internationalization of security across the Taiwan Strait in
deterring China from using force against Taiwan? Western countries led
by the United States will obviously have different views and judgments
from China. However, for Taiwan, the internationalization of security
across the Taiwan Strait will prevent Taiwan from facing China’s military
threats and aggression alone, increase the cost of China’s invasion of
Taiwan, and supplement Taiwan’s spiritual and material strength when
countering China amid unfavorable factors. The internationalization of the
Taiwan Strait is an external strategic environmental factor over which
Taiwan has limited ability to actively construct and influence. However, as
Taiwan is actively demonstrating its will and capability to resist the enemy,
the internationalization of the Taiwan Strait is an additional bargaining
chip and resource, and also gives Taiwan more chance of survival in the

face of China's armed aggression.

Keywords: Deterrence, Taiwan Security, Internationalization of Taiwan

Strait
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US “Integrated Deterrence”: Strengthening

or Weakening the Power of Deterring
China?

Jyun-Yi, Lee
Division of National Security Research

Abstract

This paper discusses the concept of “integrated deterrence” put forth
by the US Department of Defense (DoD) in August 2021 and contained in
both its National Security Strategy and National Defense Strategy.
“Integrated deterrence” seeks to integrate all tools of national power across
domains, geography, government departments and agencies, and the
spectrum of conflict, while working with allies and partners. While its logic
1s sound, in practice “integrated deterrence” may have several limitations.
First, in terms of “integration,” it is questionable whether the DoD has the
authority and capability to coordinate with other departments and agencies
within the US government as well as allies and partners. Second, in terms
of “deterrence,” the concept aims only to dissuade China from taking
military action against Taiwan (and other hotspots in the Indo-Pacific), but
is insufficient to persuade China to accept the current international order.
Third, despite having taken several measures, the US ultimately failed to
deter Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. This suggests that resolve to use
military power remains the core of deterrence. The paper hence concludes
by suggesting that the US DoD should demonstrate its readiness and
resolve to use force to achieve the country’s political objectives, while it is
the role of the White House or National Security Council to integrate other

tools of national power as well as work with allies and partners.
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An Examination of U.S. and Taiwan
Strategy to Deter China with Reference to
the Military Simulation Reports

Juo-Min, Chou
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

In recent years, China has frequently harassed Taiwan with military
aircraft and has stated that it will not give up on the option of seizing
Taiwan by force. Therefore, how to deter China has been the focus of
defense discussions between Taiwan and the United States. SCIS and CAN
both released military simulation reports at the beginning of the year,
simulating China’s force deployment. The conclusion of these reports
mentions that the Taiwanese government must be well prepared before
China takes action. Distributed weapons will make it more difficult for the
PLA to seize beaches. The people of Taiwan must have a high level of
willingness to resist China, so that China realizes that if it invades Taiwan,
it will be met with strong resistance, thus reducing the possibility of China
invading. The United States must maintain relations with Taiwan and Japan
and provide military equipment and training to help Taiwan block China in
the early stages of conflict. The above measures will achieve the effect of

deterring China.

Keywords: Military Simulation, Deterrence, Porcupine Strategy
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Could Asymmetric Warfare Really Deter
China?

Jyh-Shyang, Sheu
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

The warfighting concept of “asymmetric warfare” has become one of
the most important topics of Taiwanese defense issues. Several studies
suggest that asymmetric capabilities will better deter China from invading
Taiwan. As a much smaller country, the idea of “deterrence by denial” is
indeed more effective compared with the concept of “deterrence by
punishment.” However, the failure of deterrence in Ukraine shows that
successful deterrence i1s not only connected to Taiwan’s defense
preparations, but also the posture and deterrence efforts of like-minded
allies. Besides keeping focused on asymmetric warfare and “deterrence by
denial,” Taiwan also needs to further cooperate with international partners
to integrate different aspects of deterrence in order to enhance deterrence

credibility.

Keywords: Deterrence by Denial, Asymmetric Warfare
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Formulating Deterrence Against China
Jung-Ming, Chang
Division of Cyber Security and Decision-Making Simulation

Abstract

Over the past 70 seventy years, the United States has successfully
deterred the People’s Republic of China (PRC) from attacking Taiwan
militarily. However, the PRC’s “capabilities” and “intentions” have both
increased since. Therefore, a feasible way to deal with the situation in the
Taiwan Strait in the near future may not be purely by enhancing weaponry,
but through maintaining military capabilities and using other means at the

same time.

Keywords: Deterrence, Chinese Communist Party, Regime, Taiwan Strait

Crisis
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North Korean Nuclear Weapons
Development and Its Implications for China

Po-Chou, Lin
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

North Korea’s civilian nuclear development program originated in the
1960s. It joined the International Atomic Energy Agency in 1974 and
signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in December 1985. However,
it withdrew from the IAEA in June 1994 and continued to negotiate with
the U.S. and participate in the Six-Party Talks. Under strong international
pressure, North Korea sometimes participates in and sometimes withdraws
from the non-proliferation mechanism, but the goal of developing nuclear
weapons has never changed. After Kim Jong-un replaced his father Kim
Jong-il as leader of North Korea, he accelerated nuclear weapons and
missiles development. This article will discuss the current status and
intentions of North Korea’s nuclear weapons development, so as to
understand how a small country counters the threat of a big country. North
Korea is developing nuclear weapons, with diversification of vehicles to
form a nuclear deterrence posture. At the end, the article discusses a
nuclear-armed North Korea, which has caused regional countries to
strengthen military cooperation in the name of North Korea and has

worsened China's strategic environment.

Keywords: North Korea, Nuclear Deterrence, Kim Jong Un, Nuclear

Weapons
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