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North Korean Nuclear Weapons
Development and Its Implications for China

Po-Chou, Lin
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

North Korea’s civilian nuclear development program originated in the
1960s. It joined the International Atomic Energy Agency in 1974 and
signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in December 1985. However,
it withdrew from the IAEA in June 1994 and continued to negotiate with
the U.S. and participate in the Six-Party Talks. Under strong international
pressure, North Korea sometimes participates in and sometimes withdraws
from the non-proliferation mechanism, but the goal of developing nuclear
weapons has never changed. After Kim Jong-un replaced his father Kim
Jong-il as leader of North Korea, he accelerated nuclear weapons and
missiles development. This article will discuss the current status and
intentions of North Korea’s nuclear weapons development, so as to
understand how a small country counters the threat of a big country. North
Korea is developing nuclear weapons, with diversification of vehicles to
form a nuclear deterrence posture. At the end, the article discusses a
nuclear-armed North Korea, which has caused regional countries to
strengthen military cooperation in the name of North Korea and has

worsened China's strategic environment.

Keywords: North Korea, Nuclear Deterrence, Kim Jong Un, Nuclear

Weapons
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