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Use of US Troops if China Invaded Taiwan

There has been some discussion about the circumstances that might justify using US troops in other parts of the
world. Please give your opinion about some situations. Would you favor or oppose the use of US troops: If China
invaded Taiwan (% favor)
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A Comparison of the American and
Taiwanese Public Opinions of “U.S. Forces
Defend Taiwan”

Liang-Chih Evans Chen

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Abstract

As cross-strait tensions have escalated recently, public opinion on
sending U.S. troops in the event of a Taiwan contingency appear to differ
from time to time both in America and Taiwan. This article aims to contrast
and compare similarities and differences on the issue. Several public
opinion polls in the United States and Taiwan tend to converge on
agreement vis-a-vis sending U.S. troops to assist Taiwan’s defense. There
is, however, distance between two sides. For instance, compared to the
Taiwanese, U.S. respondents are more supportive of assigning armed
forces to the Taiwan Strait. Additionally, Americans tend to support other
measures to defend Taiwan, instead of merely delivering troops to the
region. At the end of the article, I contend that Taiwan needs to adopt
theory and practice of public relations (PR) to advance its people’s
participation in defense. Both Washington and Taipei also need to make
the best use of their civil societies to improve their understanding of mutual

defense in the Strait.

Keywords: Taiwan Strait, Public Opinion, Taiwan’s Defense, Civil

Society
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