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The Role of Public Opinion in Ensuring the
Security of the Taiwan Strait

Kuan-Chen, Lee

Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

Public opinion on national defense and security spans a variety of
aspects, such as citizens’ determination to resist, evaluation of military
capabilities, and views on national defense policies. As the CCP’s military
threats have intensified recently, many polls have emerged on various
topics regarding Taiwan’s security. Understanding public opinion on
defense issues is certainly helpful for policymaking; however, in addition
to this function, few studies focus on what role public opinion can play in
ensuring peace and security across the Taiwan Strait. Drawing from the
perspectives of “preventing war,” “deterring war,” and “strategic
communication,” this article integrates public opinion research from the
micro-individual level to the macro-collective level in security research.
We contend that by understanding what people “think,” “how to prepare,”
and “how to tell the CCP and the international community”, public opinion
can function as a way to avoid and deter war; this is where the public

opinion research can make a contribution to theory and practice.

Keywords: Public Opinion Survey, Preventing War, Deterrence, Strategic

Communication



