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Atypical Deterrence Signaling by Societal
Resilience: A Case of Taiwan’s Whole-of-
Society Consciousness via Public Polling

Domingo I-Kwei Yang

Division of National Security Research

Abstract

This article aims to explore the concept of atypical deterrence
signaling through societal resilience, specifically focusing on Taiwan’s
whole-society consciousness with evidence drawn from public opinion
polls. The existing literature on deterrence typically concentrates solely on
military aspects, resulting in a limited discussion on the combination of
societal resilience and deterrence. However, as the international security
environment evolves, asymmetrical security threats increase, and
revisionist state actors adopt strategies of hybrid warfare and gray zone
conflict to incrementally challenge the status quo, there is growing
recognition of the critical role played by societal resilience in deterrence
signaling.

In light of the broad scope of societal resilience, the author’s sole
focus in this article is on whole-society consciousness, which serves as a
mechanism for spiritual mobilization in societal resilience. The article
begins by examining the relationship between deterrence and societal
resilience, contending that whole-society consciousness acts as a spiritual
mobilization signal for atypical deterrence. Four indicators of whole-
society consciousness are identified, including democracy, shared identity,
common perception of threats and resistance, and a sense of collective
media literacy. Moreover, the author utilizes public opinion polls to

substantiate these indicators and assess the current state of whole-society
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consciousness in Taiwan. The findings reveal that Taiwan has achieved a
mature level of preparedness in terms of mobilizing whole-society
consciousness. Moving forward, it is essential to further integrate societal
resilience with national defense through legislative amendments and

reinforce atypical deterrence signals through societal resilience.

Keywords: Deterrence Signaling, Societal Resilience, Whole-of-Society
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