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US Security Commitment to Taiwan and
Public View of Taiwan’s Self-Defense -
Trends and Implications

Christina Chen

Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

The United States (US) security commitment to Taiwan has been key
to maintaining peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, and even more so
in light of today’s increasing geopolitical tensions and threat from China.
With this in mind, this paper seeks to explore recent changes in US-Taiwan
relations and the implications of US security commitments for public
determination to defend Taiwan. After a brief review of the Biden
administration's recent policies and related actions toward Taiwan, this
paper analyzes the Institute for National Defense and Security Research’s
public opinion survey. The analysis show that the majority of Taiwanese
support closer military security exchanges between the US and Taiwan,
and public willingness to defend Taiwan and confidence in the national
defense capability increase when the public believes the US will send
troops to defend Taiwan in the event of invasion. These findings indicate
that US military public diplomacy and strategic communications not only
have a positive impact on Taiwan's self-defense attitude, but also have

important implications for peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait.
Keywords: US Security Commitment, Public Determination to Defend,

Strategic Communication, Taiwan National Defense and

Security Public Opinion Survey
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