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Feasibility Assessment of QUAD as a Military

Alliance in Asia: India’s Perspective
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Chou Tsung-Han

Ph. D. Candidates

Graduate Institute of International Politics, National Chung Hsing University

Abstract

For a long time, the Indo-Pacific region has not built a multilateral
military alliance like NATO. Under the Indo-Pacific strategy, whether QUAD
can further advance and become an “Asian version of NATO” depends on
India's choice. Although the military cooperation under the QUAD
framework has been gradually promoted recently, India's foreign strategy and
foreign policy continue to hinder India's participation in the military alliance
system, including Mandala geostrategy, India first policy and preference for
multipolar systems. There are still many obstacles to promoting India's
participation in the Indo-Pacific military alliance. An open Indo-Pacific
security framework may be more attractive to India than a military alliance.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific strategy, military alliance, QUAD, Indian diplomacy
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! “Address by the President of the Russian Federation,” President of Russia Website,
February 24, 2022, http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843.

2 “Ratification Of Finland and Sweden's Accession To Nato,” NATO Parliamentary
Assembly, September 30, 2022, https://www.nato-pa.int/content/finland-sweden-accession.

3 =595 H 22470649 ( Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between the United States
and Japan ) ~ FEFEIL[E]7E(%4Y ( Mutual Defense Treaty Between the United States and
the Republic of Korea ) ~ FEJFEIL[E 5 E (%4 ( Mutual Defense Treaty between the
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® Vikas Pandey, “Quad: The China Factor at the Heart of the Summit,” BBC News, May 24,
2022, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-61547082.
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yMS4wNOWFqOaWhySwZGY %3d -

8 Kallol Bhattacherjee, Dinakar Peri, “Quad is A ‘Force for Good’, Says PM Modi,” The
Hindu, May 24, 2022, https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/quad-leaders-meet-in-
tokyo-at-2nd-in-person-summit/article65455849.ece.

® The White House, “Quad Joint Leaders’ Statement,” White House Website, May 24, 2022,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/24/quad-joint-
leaders-statement/.

10 PIB Delhi, “Malabar 2020 Naval Exercise,” Press Information Bureau, Government of
India. Ministry of Defense, October 19, 2020,
http://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1665830.
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14 «Signing of the Agreement Between the Government of Japan and the Government of the
Republic of India Concerning Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and Services Between the
Self-Defense Forces of Japan and the Indian Armed Force,s” Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan, September 10, 2020, https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressde _002896.html.
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15 Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan, “Quad Meets Amid Russian Invasion of Ukraine,” The
Diplomat, March 5, 2022, https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/quad-meets-amid-russian-
invasion-of-ukraine/.

10 B ( SFEEEIREEIE MR ) - (BREEAZE) » 56 11 i » 2020 4 H 8796

17 C. Raja Mohan, “Raja Mandala: Neighborhood defence,” The Indian Express, March 28,
2017, https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-china-india-china-
relations-indo-china-sino-india-india-china-diplomatic-relations-india-news-indian-
express-news/.
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18 Kajari Kamal, “India in the Indo-Pacific: A Kautilyan Strategy for the Maritime Mandala,”
Observer Researcher Foundation, February 21, 2022,
https://www.orfonline.org/research/india-in-the-indo-pacific/.

19 C. Raja Mohan, “Raja Mandala: New Delhi’s Diplomacy Indicates Its Willingness for
More Productive Engagement with Brussels,” The Indian Express, September 3, 2019,
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/belgium-india-relations-narendra-
modi-france-visit-g-7-summit-5960060/.

20 Manoj Kumar Mishra, “India's Permanent Membership Of The U. N. Security Council :
Changing Power Realities And Notions Of Security,” The Indian Journal of Political
Science, Vol. 67, No. 2, pp. 343-354
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23 C. Raja Mohan, “Raja Mandala: Alliances and Strategic Autonomy,” The Indian Express,
January 15, 2019, https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/raja-mandala-
alliances-and-strategic-autonomy-indian-foreign-policy-5538447/.

24 The Economic Times, “‘India First> at the Core on Govt’s Foreign Policy: PM Modi at
MyGov Townhall,” The Economic Times, August 6, 2016,
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-first-at-the-core-on-
govts-foreign-policy-pm-modi-at-mygov-townhall/articleshow/53577828.cms.
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“Hedging” Strategy for Australia’s Security

Relations with Japan

Paul A. Huang
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Abstract

For Australia and Japan, the rise of China is not only an opportunity for
their economic development but also a political and military challenge to their
security settings. The question of how to seize the opportunity and mitigate
threats is therefore an important diplomatic test for both sides in the Indo-
Pacific region. Moreover, Australia and Japan’s national security has been
guaranteed since World War II through a treaty of military alliance with the
United States. In the face of China’s active expansion and concerns about the
resurgence of American isolationism, Australia and Japan have been actively
developing bilateral security relations in recent years, adopting a “hedging”
approach that impacts international and regional multilateral relations based
on their bilateral ties. Generally speaking, the intersubjective perception of
threat by a state is crucial in shaping its behavior and interaction with the
international community. Within this context, the main focus of this article is
to examine how Australia and Japan reached a consensus on establishing
bilateral security relations and how this consensus is constructed. To address
this question, the paper aims to analyze it through the concept of “hedging”
in the field of international relations.

Keywords: Australia-Japan Security Relations, Balance of Power, Hedging
Policy, Bilateralism, Multilateralism
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A Study of Organizational Structure and
Missions for PLA Strategic Support Force

Wen-chung Chai
Assistant Research Fellow
Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Institute for National Defense and Security Research

Abstract

On 31 December 2015, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA ) Strategic
Support Force (SSF) held Commissioning Ceremony at the Bayi Building in
Beijing. The SSF’s creation reflects an innovation in force structure that could
integrate space, cyberspace, and electromagnetic domains capabilities, which are
responsible for space operations and information warfare. The PLA has pursued a
“bricks, not clay” approach to the creation of the SSF. The SSF has two primary
departments: Space Systems Department ( SSD ) , and Network Systems
Department (NSD ). Former largely units are transferred from General Armaments
Department (GAD) and General Staff Department (GSD) 2nd Department,
assumed “space operations capabilities development” and “strategic intelligence
supply.” Latter units include GSD 3rd, 4th Department and General Political
Department ( GPD ) 311 Base, focused on “network-electronic capabilities
integration,” and “cognitive warfare capabilities promotion.” Currently, SSF
organization adjustment is underway, and whether the military reform goals can be
achieved remain unclear. However, SSF creation could enhance PLA joint
operations capabilities and attain “winning informationized war” objectives.

Keywords: Peoples Liberation Army, Strategic Support Force, Space Systems
Department, Network Systems Department
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