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Abstract

On 31 December 2015, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA ) Strategic
Support Force (SSF) held Commissioning Ceremony at the Bayi Building in
Beijing. The SSF’s creation reflects an innovation in force structure that could
integrate space, cyberspace, and electromagnetic domains capabilities, which are
responsible for space operations and information warfare. The PLA has pursued a
“bricks, not clay” approach to the creation of the SSF. The SSF has two primary
departments: Space Systems Department ( SSD ) , and Network Systems
Department (NSD ). Former largely units are transferred from General Armaments
Department (GAD) and General Staff Department (GSD) 2nd Department,
assumed “space operations capabilities development” and “strategic intelligence
supply.” Latter units include GSD 3rd, 4th Department and General Political
Department ( GPD ) 311 Base, focused on “network-electronic capabilities
integration,” and “cognitive warfare capabilities promotion.” Currently, SSF
organization adjustment is underway, and whether the military reform goals can be
achieved remain unclear. However, SSF creation could enhance PLA joint
operations capabilities and attain “winning informationized war” objectives.

Keywords: Peoples Liberation Army, Strategic Support Force, Space Systems
Department, Network Systems Department
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